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The fol bing P on may be do ar 
a Sequel to A SHORT AND Easv METHOD 
wrrn Tas De1sTs, by the ſame Author, 
| lately republi iſhed by Deęſi Ire of The Society 
for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge; with. > 


a PREFACE, by the Rev. W. JoNES, M.A. 
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i TRUTH. OF CHRISTIANITY : 


att on / DEMON STRATED. . 11 


1.) Cusiori AN. 


_ "Y e you Siould; Rand i it alt: mY 
Lagainſt your own happineſs, and employ. - 
your whole wit and {kill to work in yourſelf” 
Z a diſbelief of any future rewards or puniſh- 
ments, only that you may live eaſy (as you 
think) in this world, and enjoy your plea- 
| ſures. Which yet you cannot enjoy free 
and undiſturbed from the fear of thoſe things 
that are to come, the event of which you: 


pretend not to be ſure of; and therefore are 


ſure of a life full of trouble, that admits not 
of any W and of a miſerable and 
„ * 25 vretehed 
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2 Te Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. 
wretched death, according to the utmoſt 
- That you yourſelf propoſe. 

Dersr. How can you ſay that? When I 
propoſe to- live without any fear of thoſe 
things. I fear not hell, and I have diſ- 
carded the expectation of heaven, becaufe I 
believe neither. 

Cur. Are vou füre chere ke no -ſuch ; 
things? „ 3 

Dx. That is. a negasive, ad I eietend = = 
not to prove it. 

Can, Then you, myſt remain i in a doubt 


of it. And what a condition is it to die in 
this doubt, when the iſfue is eee 
And this is the utmoſt, by your vow e 
feſſion;) that you can propoſe to yourfelf.; 
Therefore I called: yours a diſbelief, rather 

e than a helief of any thing. It is we Chrifs: 
tians eee you Deiſts orilfi di{bed? 

lieve. WAA vor TT ASH. ein 

3 And i. thip ver: would prove a8 %%% 
1 would have it, and that we ſhould all be 
| annihilated at our death, we ſheuldibe in as 
good a oonditibn As you. | But om thetother 
are . . 
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it, then you are eternally miſerable, and we 
eternally happy. . Therefore one would think 
it the wiſeſt part to take our ſide of the 
queſtion ; eſpecially conſidering that thoſe 
poor pleaſures, for the ſake of which you 
determine yourſelves ' againſt us, are but 
mere amuſements, and no real enjoyments; 
Z} Nay, we had better be without them than 
1 have them, even as to this life itſelf, Is 
not temperance and a healthful conſtitution 
more pleaſant than thoſe pains and aches, 
fick head and ſtomach, that are the inſe- 
parable companions of debauchery and ex- 
ceſs, beſides the clouding our reaſon, and 
turning ſottiſn in our underſtanding? boi | 
De. We take pleaſure in them for te 
time; and mind not the conſequences, 7 
But however, a man cannot believe as he 
pleaſes. And therefore, not withſtanding all 
the glorious and terrible things whichoou 
ſpeak of, it makes nothing to me, unſeſs 
you can evidently prove them to be {oi And 
you muſt {till leave me to. judge for myſelf} 
a after 1851 haue done all you can. e 
CT 
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Car. What have ſaid, is only to diſpoſe 
you to hear me impartially, and not to be 


prejudiced againſt nen 3 both 1 
here and —— 2965 e 


* 


2.) Dr. nt ee prefacing, 


the caſe is this: I believe a God, as well as 


you; but for revelation; and what you call 


the Holy Scriptures, I may think they were 
' wrote by -pious and good men, who might 


take this method of ſpeaking as from God, 


and in his name, as ſuppoſing that thoſe 


good thoughts came from Him, and that it 


vould have a greater effect upon the people: 
and might couch their morals under hiſtoris 
of things ſuppoſed to be done, as ſeveral of 
the wiſe Heathens have taken this courſe, . 
in what they told of Jupiter and Juno, and 
_ the reſt of their gods and goddeſſes. But 
as to the facts themſelves, 1 believe the one. 
no more than the other; or that all the facts 
in Ovid's NMetamorphoſes, or in ian * 
Fables, were true. | 

Can. Lou ſeem willing by th 1 to 8 
2 une eſteem and value for the Holy 


Sori er,. 
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T he Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. 5 


Scriptures, as being wrote by pious and 
good men, and with a good _— to reform 
the manners of men. 

But your argument proves directly nn 
the purpoſe for which you brought it, and 
makes the penmen of the Scriptures to be 
far from good men, to be not only cheats 
and impoſtors, but blaſphemers, and an 
abomination before God. For ſuch theſe 
ſame Scriptures frequently call thoſe who 
preſume to ſpeak as from God, and. in his 
name; when he had not ſent. them, and 
given them authority ſo 10 do. And the 
Law in the Scriptures condemns ſuch to be 
ſtoned to death as blaſphemers. 

It was not ſo with the Heathens, their 
moraliſts did not uſe the ſtyle of © Thus 
faith the Lord; and their philoſophers”. 
oppoſed and wrote againſt one another with- 
out any offence. For all the matter was 
which of them could reaſon beſts _ pee: | 

tended to no more. 3 
ne for the facts of 1 oh tines - 15 
gods, thernſelyes did not believe them, and 
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6 The Truth of Chriftianily denontrated. 


have wrote the mythology « or moral that 


was intended by them. 


dlid believe the facts themſelves, As it is 
with the common people now in the church 


of Rome, who believe the moſt ſenſeleſs 


and ridiculous ſtories in their books of 
legends to be as true as the Goſpel; though 
the more wiſe among them call them only 
pious frauds, to encreaſe the devotion of the 
people. And ſo we think of your 
itfelf, and all the other books you ſay were 
wrote by men divinely inſpired. We will 
let you keep them to cajole the mob, but 


when you would impoſe them upon men of 


y_ we muſt come to the teſt with you. 
» Car; That is what I deſire; and to ſee 
f 1 there are no more evidences to be 


the Heathen gods. 


«x7 
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Dr. But many of Hevicdemanen a grape 


5oſpel : 


given for the truth of chriſtianity, that is, 
of the Holy Scriptures, than are given for 
the legends, and all the fabulous ſtories of 
And if ſo, I vill give 
up my argument, and confeſs 1 it ts Rot. ; 
in my power to convince you.” PEEL: eg. 
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05 Dr. J cannot refuſe: to join ĩſſue with you 
upon this. To begin, then, Ldeſire-to-know 
your evidences for the truth of 118 W f 
tures, KH hes facts 5 cherein. N 


|S 2 


(3. Enz. 11 blue Wirten 4 che bobk, anch | 
as facts therein related be proved, 1 ſuppoſe 
| yo will not deny the doctrines to be true. 
Ds. No: for if L ſaw ſuch miracles with 
my eyes as are ſaig to have been done by 
Moſes and Chriſt, I could not think of any 
greater proof to be given, that ſuch an one 
was ſent of God. Therefore if your Bible 
be true a8 to the facts, I muſt believe it n 
the doctrine too. But there are other books 
hich pretend to give us revelations from 
Soc, and we muſt know WR 1. e As 
[trne.- 1% 5111 21. 28 Gat & 1.25 
©: Cary To diftinguith mis book __ all 
others which pretend to give revelations 
from God, (theſe four! marks or i *. 
fer down. 2 hit „ 
230) That the facts . be ſuch of which 
mens outward ſenles, Their eyes a. . 
= ban aaa 09.4 a HD Fur 
3 | B 355 [Thi be 3 


'8 The Truth of Chriftianity demonflrated. 
[This cuts off enthuſiaſtical pretences to 
revelation, and opinions which may be pro- 
pagated in the dark, and like: the tares, not 
known till they are grown up, and the firſt 
| beginning of them not diſcovered. ] | 
II. That theſe facts be done N in the 
face of the world. 
III. That not ay public motuments, 
but outward inſtitutions and actions ſhould 
be appointed, and n. Do VA in 
memory of them. 5 x 
IV. That theſe 8 88 : 
ſhould commence, from the time that the 
facts were done; and conſequently that the 
book wherein theſe facts and inftitutions 
are recorded, ſhould be written at the time, 
and by thoſe who did the facts, or by eye 
| and car-witneſſes. For that is included in 
ll this mark, and is the main part of it; to 
prevent falſe ſtories being coined i in after ages 
of things done many hundred years before, 
which none alive can diſprove. Thus Moſes 
wrote his ſive books containing his actions | 
and inſtitutions : and thoſe of Chriſt were 
wrote * his 3 who were eye and 3 
5 8 ear- - . | 
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5 The Truth, of Chriſtianity demonſtr rated. 9 


ear- witneſſes of what they related. And 3 
particular care was taken of this, as you. 


may ſee, Acts i i. 21, 22. upon chooſing} one. 


to ſupply the place of Judas. Where 


on fore of theſe men, which have companied 
0 with us, all the time that the Lord Jefus 


vent in and out among us, beginning 


from the baptiſm of John, until that 
«© lame day that he was, taken up from ug, 


ce , muſt one be ordained. to. be witneſs with, | 


6 us of his reſurrection,” And St. John. 


begins his firſt Epiſtle thus: That, which. 


« as from the beginning, Which we naye 
cc « heard, which we have ſeen ,w 4th, QUT} Cy&8, 
«which we have looked upon, and qur 


| a hands have, handled— That which we 


% have ſeen and heard declare we; unto. 


f 131 : I be 3 f So 
7 you.“ f [ EC 15 "Br & 9: 236 $ i * I. Aal 


4 have explained this. fourth; mark, be- 


er the author of the detection, either 


wilfolly or ĩgnorantly, ſeems not tp undęge 


7 ſtand it. And this alone overthrows all, 158 
ſtories he has told, which, he would, maks 
parallel to the facts of Moſes, and of 


Se 3 @ © ha 


Sa and therefore alleges 1 that, 20 ig 1 


ME, al 
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10 The Truth of Curſpianity demonfirated. 


all theſe four marks. But he muſt begin 
again, and own that theſe four marks ſtill 
ſtand an irtefragable proof of the truth of 
any fact which tas them etl till he” can 


1 # % 


and ſhew that ſuch = having the other 
three marks, have been Jetted to be falſe. 


Which when he can do, I will give him up 


theſe four marks as an” infufficient proof, 


and own I was miſtaken in them: But 


Kitherto they have ftood the teſt; for he 


himfelf will not fay; he has produeed iny 


ſuch Book in all his detection. 
II he ſays that facts may be true, though 
no ſuch book can be produced for them, 


and though they have not all the aforeſaid 


marks, I will cafily grant it. But all 1 


contend for is; that whatever fact has all 
| theſe fouf marks, cannot be falſe. For ex- 


ample; could Mofes have perſuaded fix 
kindred” thouſand men that he had led J 


nem through the fea in the manner related 


in Exodus, if it had not been true? If he 


, could, it would — 17 a ee miracle 


* 


Fg 


fromany cheat or impoſture at the time the 
facts were done,; and the 4wo laſt marks 
decure equally from any impoſition in after 


be ruth g Obrifianity demonflrated. rx 


cCehan the other. The like of their being 
fed forty years in the wilderneſs without 


bread, by manna rained down to them from 
heaven. The like of Chriſt's feeding five 


thauſand at a time with five loaves ; and ſo 


of all the welt; The two firſt marks ſecure 


ages, berauſe this book which relates theſe 


facts ſpeaks of litlelf as written at that 


time by the actors or eye-witneſſes, and as 


1 {commanded by God to be carefully kept 


1 


and preſerved to all generations, and read 
8 publicly to all the people, at ſtated times, 


as is commanded, Deut. xxxi. 10, 11, 12. 


And was. practiſed,: Joch. viii. 34, 35. 


Neh. viii. &c. And the inſtitutions ap- 


; 7 pointed n this book were to be perpetually 


obſerved from the day of ther inſtitution for 


ever among theſe people, in memory of 
the facts, as the paſſover, Exod. xii. and fo, 
af the reſt. Now ſuppdſe this book to 
have been [forged a thouſand; yearg aſter 


3 + INS not every one ſay when it firſt 
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appeared, we never heard of this book. be- 
fore, we know of no ſuch inſtitutions, as 
of a paſſover, or circumciſion, or ſabbaths, 
and the many feaſts and faſts therein ap- 
pointed, of a tribe of Levi, and a taber- 
nacle wherein they were to ſerve in ſuch an 
order of prieſthood, &c. Therefore: this 


book muſt be an (errant: forgery, for it [ 
wants all thoſe marks it gives of er as | 
to its own continuance, and of thoſe in- 


ſtitutions it relates. No inſtance can be 
ſhewn ſince the world began of any book 
ſo circumſtantiated, that was a forgery, and 


paſſed as truth upon any people. I think it 
impoſſible; and therefore that the four 
marks are ſtill an invineible proof of the 
truth of that book, and thoſe pop where. 


in all theſe marks do meet. | 


But fince I am come upon this. cubjed ; 


again, Iwill endeavour to improve it, and 


give four other marks, ſome of which no 


fact, however true, ever had, or can have, 


but the fact of Chrift alone. Thus while 


I ſupport; the fact of Moſes, I ſet that of 


Chriſt above him, as the lord is above the 
ſervant. ; 


1 


. mined-; theſe many hundred years 
They muſt: forget their old; ſtature-book, 
and believe that this new book, which they 
never ſaw or heard of 
old book which has been pleaded, in, Weſt- 


e And: hs a 8 nn prin- 
cipally concerned, I will conſider their 


cafe likewiſe as we go along; thereſore 1 


add this fifth mark as peculiar to our Bible, 


and to diſtinguiſh. it from all other W 
Which relate facts formerly done. 


py 
x © 


(V.) That the book which relates the, facts 


contains likewiſe the law of that people. 50 


whom it belongs, and be their ſtatute-book 
by which their cauſes are determined. This 


vill make it impoſſible for any to coin or 


forge ſuch a hook, ſo as to make it paſs 


upon any people. For example; If. 
ſhould forge a ſtatute- book. for England, 


and publiſh it next term, could I, make all 
the Judges, Lawyers, and people believe, 


that this was their true and only ſtatute- 


book by which their cauſes had been ApS: 


Le | 


_ ww 


before, was. that ſame 


'minſter-Hall for ſo many ages, which, has 
been fo. ofien 6 and the originals of 
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nici ure how kept in the Tower to be 


wel manteifal L Law as to'civitrigits to all 
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bags h as there is occaſſon : 

De. I grant that to be _ ble. Bur 
05 yu appE IF l LR e bs 
unk. It is evident as Wen __ boekb f 
Moſes, which are not only a hiſtory ef the 


Jes, bur thelr very Mitute=book; wherein 


thelf municipal Haw! as well Civil as eccler 


5 Haſtical, n Coſta! s £20 dior 


Px. This is ſo indeed as to the books of 
Moſes, to which they always appealed; 
% To the Law and to the teſtimony.” And 
they hat no other ſtatute- book. Bur this 
vim not agree to your Goſpel, which is no 
Municipal lab, nor any civil lau at kl and 
40 Ui eiuer were tried by-it, ga} ors” 
"Oh. The Law was given w he ewig a 
a diſtinct and ſeparate people from al orhet 
nations upon che earth and thetefote was 

a municipal law particularly for that nation 


only bf the Jeus. But chriſtianity was to 


extend to all the nations of the earth; and 
Chriſtians were to be gathered out of All 
nations; and therefore the Goſpel could not 


a nations, 
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nations, who had each their own municipal 
Laws. This could not be without deſtroy- 
ing all the municipal Lawb in che worIdi of 


every nation whatſbever; and then none 
could be a Chriſtian, without et the fame. 


time becoming a rebel to the government 
where he lived. This would have been for 


Cgdriſt to have immediately ſet up for uni- 
verſal and temporal King of all the world, 


as the Jews expected of their Meſſiah and 


7 therefore would have made Chriſt à King. 
HBurche inſtrucked them in the Nerven f na- 


türe of his kingdom,” that! ir was not 


this World,“ nor did reſpect Mn dab. 


poral or civil matters; which therefore he 


left in the ſatne ſtate he found them, and 


manded their obedience to their civil 


governors, though Heathen, npt only 


for wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake. / 
And as to the Law of Moſes; he leſt the 
Jews ſtill under it, as to their civil con- 


cerns, ſo far as the Romans under whoſe 


ſubjection they then were, would permit 


Then” As s Pilate faid TRE: Ye have 


1 . 
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16 The- Truth of Qbriflianity-demonfrrated. | 
e Laws mp on him according to 


% your Law.“ 


But the Goſpel was given as = ſpiritual | 
a eccleſiaſtical, , Law to the Church | 
whitherſoever diſperſed through all nations; 


for that did not interfere with their tem- 


poral Laws, as to civil government. And 


in this the fifth mark is made ſtronger 


to the Goſpel than even to the Law; for it 


is caſier to ſuppoſe; that any forgery might 
creep into the municipal Law of a parti- 
© cular nation, than that all the nations whi- 


ther Chriſtianity is ſpread ſhould. conſpire 3 
in the corruption of the, Goſpel, which to 
all Chriſtians is of infinitely: greater con- 


cern than their temporal Laws. And with- 


and people ſuppoſed, no ſuch forgery could 


paſs undiſcovered in the Goſpel, which is | 
ſpread! as far as Chriſtianity, , and read 


{PR in their publick offices. J 
Dx. But 1 ſay it: is diſcovered, as appears 
15 the multitude of your various Lections. 

Cu. That cannot be called a forgery ; 


it is nothing | but ſuch miſtakes as may very 
„ 8 caſiliyß 


out ſuch a concert of all, Chriftian nations 
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eaſily happen,' and are almoſt unavoidible, 
in ſo many copies as have been made of 
the Goſpel, before printing was known. 
And: conſidering | the many tranſlations of 


it into ſeveral languages, where the idioms 


are different, and phraſes may be miſtaken, 
together with the natural flips of amanu- 
enſes, it is much more wonderful that there 
are no ae various lections, than that 
there areſd nan: : on Songbl vs 

But in this appears the great: anda 


8 of God in the care the Chriſtians took of 
this, that they have marked every the leaſt 
various lection, even ſyllabical : and that 


among all theſe there is not found one 
which makes any alteration either in the 
facts, or in the doctrines. So that inſtead 
of an objection, this becomes a ſtrong 
confirmation of the truth and certainty of 


the Goſpel, which ſtands. thus perfectly 
clear of ſo much as any doubt e 


the facts or the doctrines therein related. 
But 1 will now. proceed to a ſtronger 
3 than even this, and all that has 
Men ſaid before; which I have made the 
* 


18 The Truth of. Chriflianity demanfrated. 
| fixth-mark, and that is the topick: of pe 
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To (51) The great fact 3 ! x | 

into the world was propheſied of in the Od v 
Teſtament from the beginning. to the end. 3 | © 
as it is ſaid, Luke i. 70.) . By all the 


* holy prophets which have been fince the | 
% world: began. inn . «| 1 
This evidence no other 3 had; 1 1 
ſor there was no prophecy of Moſes, but 
Moſes W did propheſy of „Chriſt, ' F 
Deut. xvii: 15. (applied Acts iii. 22, 23, 1 
24.) and :ſets down the ſeveral . promiſes i - 
given of | him. The firft Was to Adam, ; 
immediately after the fall, Gen. iii. 15. 
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where he is called the ſeed of the woman, 

but not of the man, becauſe he was to have 
no man for bis father, though he had a 
woman to his mother. And of none other 
can this be ſaid, nor that he ſnould . bruiſe 
« the ar Na that is, overcome 3 ( 
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Les death, Dan. ix. 25, 26. S 


Te 7 ruth. of Cbriftianity demonfrated 19 
e was nn ert to > Abraham, . 


2 this applied Gal. kn. 463.11. y 


Jacob did expreſsly ae «6 POR 


with a mark of the time when he ſhould 
come, and calls him Shiloh,“ or He 
v that was to be ſent.“ Gen. xlix. 10. 


Balaam prophefied: of him by the aig 


ef the Star of Jacob, and e da 1 
rael. Num. xxiv. A 0} 4 70 


Daniel calls him the Meſſiah, the Prince 


and tells the time of his cans. ms of 


* 


It was foretold that he ſhould be bend of 
a virgin, Iſa. vii. 14. In the city of Beth- 
lchem, Micah v. 2. Of the ſeed of Jeſſe, 
Ifai. xi. 1, 10. His low eſtate and ſuffers | 


; ings are particularly deſcribed, Pſal. xxii. 


and Iſai. liii. And his reſurrection, Pſal. 


xi. 10. That he ſhould fit upon the throne 


of David for ever, and be called Won 


derful, the mighty God,“ the “Prince 
of Peace,” Iſai. ix, 6, 7. % The Lord 
2X © our righteouſneſs,” Jer. xxxiii. 16. Je- 

e W incommunicable. name 


given 


20 The T ruth of cer nan demonfrrated. 


given to none but the great God alone.) 
And Immanuel, that is, God with us, | 
Ĩſai. vii. 14. And David, whoſe ſon he was, 
according to the fleth, called han his Lord, 
Pal. cx. 1 | 
k : The cauſe of his ſufferings i is ſaid to be 
1 for the ſins of the people, and not for himſelf, 
| Iſai. liit. 4, 5, 6. Dan. ix. 26. 1 | 
And as to the time of his coming. it is 
8 ſaid, (to the confuſion of the 
Jews now) that it was to be before the 
ſcepter ſhould depart from Judah, Gen. 
xlix. 10. In the ſecond temple, Hag. ii. 
7, 9. Within ſeventy, weeks of the build- 
ing of it, Dan. ix. 24. that is, (according 
to, the prophetical known ſtile of a day for 
a year) within four hundred and a 
= years after. 5 
12 (i.) From | theſe a many more pro- 
g phecies of the Meſſiah or Chriſt, his com- 
ing was the general expectation of the Jews 
; g from the beginning, but more eſpecially 
about the time in which it was foretold he 
| ſhould come, when ſeveral falſe Meſſiahs 
did appear among them. And this expec- 
1% tation 
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* The Truth of Chriſtianity demonflrated. 21 
| tation ſtill remains with them, though they | 
T confels that the time foretold wh all rhe 
ober for his coming, is paſꝶſ]t. 
But what T have next to offer will be more 
N 5 YG Range to you. Lou may ſay it was natural 
1 for the Jews to expect their Meſſiah, Who | 
7 was propheſied of in their book of the Law, 
and was to be a Jew, and King of all the 
carth. But what had the Gentiles to do 
with this? There were no OS to 
> | them. 57% 446 1 
Therefore what 1 have: to ſhew you! is, 
1 chat theſe prophecies of the Meſſiah were 
likewiſe to the Gentiles. For it-is ſaid. that 
he ſhould be the expectation of the Gentiles, 
as well as of the Jews. And Gen. xlix. 10. 
That the gathering of the people (or nations) 
ſhould be to him. In the vulgar it is ren- 
dered expedlatio gentium. The expecta- | 
<<. tion of the Gentiles,” He is called 
© the deſire of all nations,” Hag. ii. 7. 
And Iwill ſhew you the general expectation 
the Gentiles had of his eee are the 7 
time :Thitk de did come. L ee 


» Wy 
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They knew, him by the name of the Eaſt. 
Their tradition was, that the Eaſt ſhould 
prevail, ut valgſceret oriens, as I will ſhew 
vou preſentiy. But firſt let me tell you, 


ſprinkled towatds the Eaſt, Lev. xvi. 14. 


to ſliew whence the true expiatory ſacrifice 
ſhould come. 
| tiled in the Prophets. Zech. iii. 8. it is 
ſaid, according to the vulgar) „ I will 


bring forth my ſervant the Eaſt. And 
_ WI. 11% Behold the man whoſe! 
«names the Eaſt.· Our Engliſti renders 
ian both places the Branch, for the Hebrew 
word bears both ſenſes. But the Greek 


renders it A,, which we' tranſlate 'the: 


« :day/fpring,” Luke i. 78. and put on the 
matgin Sun-rifing or Branch. The vulgar 


has it orie eu allo; the Eaſt or Sun-riſing 


from on high. He is called the Sun of 


, rightevuſneſs,” Mal. iv. 2. And it is 
Tal Ifai. Ix. 3. The e ſhall come 
+ 246; e to 
E 75 UT 5 


that the Holy Scriprure often alludes to him | 


„ _t Fe Wk, 


And he is thus frequently f 


„ of my 


= The Triith of Chriftiani ty demonſtrated. 27 
eto thy light, g to the e brightneſs 
= << bf ene M?; Hort off1. % 
= - Ran HRP TIL ind due 1.3 in vio 
2.) Not: Sir Jo literally was this ful 
A filled in the Magi (generally ſuppoſed to be 
Eings) coming from the Eaſt, led by a ſtar: 
uhich appeared to them in the Eaſt, to; 
worſhip Chriſt when: he was born, and to: 
bring preſents unts chim as unto a King t. 
As it is told f in che n of 85 Matthew. 
4 3 51 90 7 59 $5 * 78 $555 | 

Pr Why d MA you 1 st. Matthew to 

mie? You khow we make no more of him 


than of lonecbf your Legend- writers, and! 
11 believe ithid ſtory no more than that thefe! 


2 three ant ae e + py | 
% ind3 10 146}. a3 ord bi aha ls; 
3. Can. e make great "iſe of the! 
kegends,/ and anf er every thing by them: 
and F conſeſs they are the greateſt affront to 


ir, as ir muſt be ro-thoſe»who! Will place: 
5 them upon the ſame foot with: the Holy: - 
„ Bible,” as too many ods inthe; Chur of 
| Anu! and crys we have the authority: oh, 


©3613 02.28 7; £2 05 n ent 19" the 
175 BETTE, 


AH; & ME 


_ Chriſtianiry; and / (if: poſſible) a diſproaf of 5 
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the Church for both. And they are taught | 


to receive the Holy Scriptures upon the 
| authority of the Church only. But my buſi- 


neſs is not with them now; 1 ſhall only ſay, | 

that when they can bring ſuch evidences for 

the truth of their Legends, or for any par- 

ticular fact in them, as I do for the truth of 

the Holy Scriptures, and in particular for 

N of Chriſt, then I will believe them. 
Will you believe r that bas not 


5 al the W 98 you PR Px 


7 » * N N 3 » oe 1 2 e ks. l . 
: bY * 4 Had 


5 Wo? ) Cary: Far a 56 ils 1 Mut | q 
Uphieve nothing bur this ſingle fact of Chriſt: | 


becauſe no other fact in the world, no, not 


of all thoſe recorded in Holy Scriptures, has j 


all theſe evidences which, the fact of Chriſt 
has. And ſo God has thought fitting that 


this great fact above all other facts, of the | 
greateſt. glory to God, and importance to 


mankind, ſhould appear with. greater and 


more undeniable evidence than any other: 
__ fatever was in the V 


De. We are now upon . ; prficdlinfct 
of the Magi or wiſe men coming to Chriſt. 


Have you 1 more to #3: as to a. 
1 6. a Cu. 
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The Truth of Chriſtianity demonfrated. 25 
(F.) Cun. It has thoſe ſame evidences that 


he truth of the Bible in gencral has, which 
f are more than can be produced for any other 


bock in the world. But now as to this fach 


in particular, St. Matthew vas the fitſt he 
= wrote the Goſpel, and it was in the fame. 
age when this fact was ſaid to be dene. And 
¶ can you think it poſſible that ſucha fact a 
; | this could have paſſed without contradiftivn; oh. 
1 and a publick expoſing of Chriſtianity, then 
ſo dchrable and fo much ei.t.cavoured;:by 
IX the unbelieving Jews, their High- prieſta, 
Elders, &c. as the only means for ftheln 
ovn preſervation, if the fact bad not been 
notorious and freſh in the memory oflallaue 


= people then at Jeruſalem, via. thataheſt-wiſe 


men came thither, and that Herod: and [the 
hole city were troubled; ati the news: ahey - 


brought of the birth of; the King af the 
Jes; that Herod thereupon: gathered all 


3 the chief Prieſts and Scribes of the people 


cogether, that they might Jearch out of the 
Prophets, and know the place where Chriſt 


could be born; and then The ſlaugbter f 


FA . . e all 
: \ ; ; ny : ; % 
. ; * % 


| * infants | in and about Bethlchem, and in - 


* 
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'fay could ſuch a fact as this have paſſed at 


who he ſaid were ſo far concerned in it? 
Would none of them have contradicted it, 


done it who ſuborned falſe witneſſes againſt 
Chriſt, and gave large money to the ſoldiers ? 


Would not they have done it, who perſe- 8 


calumnies againſt it? Whereas here was one 
at hand this of the Magi, which, if falſe, = 
could have been ſo eaſily detected, by ap- 1 3 
| pealing to every man, woman, and child, 1 43 i 
may ſay, in Jeruſalem, Bethlehem, and even 6 | 
in all Judea; who no doubt had heard of 
che terrible mallacre of ſo 186 ts; and 4 

oath it. ah That e 1: 4 
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all the coaſts thereof, which followed—1 
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that very time, if it had not been true? 1 
Could St. Matthew have hoped to have 
palmed this upon all the people, and upon 
thoſe very ſame chief Prieſts and Scribes 


if it had been a forgery.? ? Ef pecially when 1 
the detecting it would have ſtrangled Chriſ- = 
tianity in its Dirth. Would not they have 


to conceal (if poſſible) his reſurrection ? 2 


arid invented all imaginable falſe tories and 


"2 
1 * 
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aid 
7 
- 5 
| 
5 rn * 8 


be Truth 17 Chrigianity demonfrated. 27 


Dx. Icat give no account why the. writers 
againſt Chriſtianity did not offer to contra- i 
PF A this fact of the ſtar and the Magi; which 
is put in the very front of this Goſpel of 
St. Matthew. And there it is called his 
(Chriſt s) ſtar. We have ſeen his ſtar in 
the Eaſt. As if God had created a new 
and extraordinary ſtar on purpoſe, as the 
ſignal of Chriſt hung out in the heavens, to 
give the world notice of his birth. But did 
none of the heathen Philoſophers take notice 
of this ſtar, or of this relation given of it 
1 7505 St. Matte Tr 


* 


(6. ) Can: Yes. 7 Chalcidius in hs 
comment upon Plato's Timæus, ſpeaking 
= of the preſages of ſtars mentioned by Plato, 
adds as a further proof, E. quoque alia vene- 
rabilior & ſanctior hiſtoria. There is likewiſe 
another more venerable and holy hiſtory, by 
which I doubt not he means this of St. Mat- 
thew; for what he tells ſeems to be taken 9 
out of it, * That by the riſing of a certain 
„ unuſual ſtar, not plagues and diſeaſes, 
bot the deſcent of the venerable God, 
9 „ - © for 


n o ” 
” » Py . 
- 3 x8 * * - 
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28 The Truth: of Chriflianily demonſtrated. f 
or the: falvation and benefit of mortals, = 


© wag obferved by the Chaldeans, who yor- 
t ſhipped this God newly born, by en 
e gifts unto him. RE Jo 
Dx. This makes thoſe Magi or wiſe men 
to have been Chaldeans, who. know: were 
the moſt noted then in the world for the 
moſt curious learning, particularly in aſt ro- 


nomy. And they were likewiſe eaſt of Je- 
ruſalem, ſo that it might be well ſaid they. 
carne from the Faſt, and had ſeen his ſtar 


in the . _ 1 cannot rcd how Aer 


of a new ſtar; and en ſtar ſhould lend * 


them particularly to Jeruſalem, b ach 1 
| Way pp it pointed em welt wore... 


"> 7.) Tir; This will ou 40 a you, when | 
you know, that all over the Eaſt there was a 8 


tradition, or fixed opinion, that about that 


£ time a King of the Jcus would be born, 
who ſhould rule the whole earth. And the 
appearange of this extraordinary ſtar in the 


was then born. And whither ſhould they 


g0 


- "The Truth of Chriftianity demonſtrated. 29 

go to look for the King of the Jews, but to 
Jervfalem? And when they came thither 
they enquited, faying, « Where is he that 
„is born King of the Jews? For we have | 
« ſeen his ſtar iti the Eaſt, and are come to 
% worſhip him.“ This made Herod gather 
XZ the Prieſts and Scribes together. And they 
by ſearching the Prophets found that Beth- 
lehem was the place; whereupon the wiſe 
men went to Bethlehem; and to convince 
them that they were right, the ſtar which 
they had ſeen in the Eaſt appeared to them 
again, and *mwent before them till it eame 
* and ſtood over where the young child 
« was.” This made them ry with 
ogubbrat exobedingg great joy. · 

Dr. This would go down in W mea- 
ſure with me, if you could make good your 
firſt poſlulatum, of ſuch a current tradition ; 
or opinion in the Eaſt; but for this vou 

have given no ſort of proof. And all the 
reſt which you have inferred: from thence 5 
muſt come to the ground with it, if it be 4 
not ſupported. I confeſs it would ſeom as 
ſtrange to me as the ſtar to > the wiſe men,. 

ek 3 43 if 


430 2 be Truth of brian demanſrrated. 


if God had. (we know not how, it is unac- 
countable to us) ſent ſuch a notion into the 
minds of men, and at that time only, of 
ſuch a King to be born, and that he ſhould 
be a Jew, (the then, moſt, contemptible 
people in the world, ſubdued and conquered 
by the Romans) and that he was-to be King 
of the Jews, and thence to become King,of 
all the earth, and conquer his conquerors. 
The Romans would have looked with, dif- 
dain upon ſuch a notion or prophecy as this; 
it would have made ſome: ſtir among, them, 
if they had heard of it, or given ay, (fred 


7 pl 1 8 2 
= ＋ 1 7 17 ; 7 
to it. 1 * 4 #5 ; i * 9 Ko } { : 4 4 4 8 bY 1 4 
i 5 5 8 * 55 1 &s 6 i 


» 
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(8 ) Cut. RY argue 9 al [Low : 

- ſhew you, what ſir it made among them, 
and 1 hope you will take their word, as well I 5 
for this Eaſtern tradition, as for the effects SE 
it had among themſelves. Nay, they wanted Mt | 
not the ſame tradition among themſelves, MF : 
and expreſs prophecies of it in their Sibyls, . 9 I 
and otherwiſe. So that the ſame expecta- 7 = 
tion of the Meſſiah: was then current over = 
J)! HH =o M-: 
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| all the earth, with the Gentiles as well as 
with the Jews. 1 

Tacitus in his ae L V Gy 13. Gag 
ing of the great prodigies that preceded the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, ſays that many 
underſtood theſe as the forerunners of that 
extraordinary. Perſon whom the ancient 


— 


books of the Prieſts did foretel ſnould come 


about that time from Judea, and obtain the 
univerſal dominion; his words are, Pu- 
ribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum li- 


ſeris contineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valgſ- 


ceret Oriens, profectigue Judæa rerum poli- 
rentur: i. e. Many were perſuaded that 
it was contained in the old writings of the 
Prieſts, that at that very time the Eaſt ſnould 

prevail, and the Jews ſhould have the domi- 
nion.“ And Suetonius i in the Life of Veſ- 
paſian, c. 1. n. 4. ſays, © Percrebuerat Ori- 

ente lo vetus & conftans opinio, eſſe in fatis, 

ut £0 tempore, Judea profefi rerum potiren- 
tur;” i. e. That it was an ancient and 
conſtant opinion, (or tradition) throughout 
the whole Eaſt, that at that time thoſe who 
came from Judea ſhould: obtain the domi- 


* F nion z 


” 


nion; that is, that ſome Jew ſhould be 
univerſal king. Therefore Cicero, who was 


he laid greater ſtreſs upon theſe prophecies, 
even the whole Senate of Rome, as 1 come 


that general expectation which was then in 


To come about that dite. ee ee 


32 The Truth of Cbriftianity demonfrated, 


a commonwealths-man, in his ſecond book Y 
of Divination, ſpeaking of the books of the Y | 
Sibyls, who likewiſe foretold this p great King 9 
ro come, ſays, «Cum antifibus agamus, & 9 
quidvis polius e illis libris, quan regem pro- 
Ferant : quem Rom po Der nec Dit, nec ho- 
mines effe patientur;” i. e. Let us deal with 
theſe Prieſts, and let em bring any thing 
dut of their books, rather than a king: whom 
neither the Gods nor men m ſuffer after 1 
25 But he was minaken, lang * bis head 3 

cut off for writing againſt kingly govern- 3 
ment. And others more conſiderable than 


wihew 1 you. . 'S1 N 5 OT Z 
Whether theſe Sibyk lated their i ee A 
ecies out of the Oid-Teſtament, is need- 1 

{s here to examine. 1 ah now only upon FF 


the world of this great and univerſal King 


1 9 
0 


Fo 


1 The Gas year . ee * 


1 one of theſe oracles of the Sibyls 
made a great noifes which WAS, be That na- 
ture vas about to bring forth a King to the 


Romans: Which, as Suetonius relates in 


the Life of Auguſtus, c. 94. did ſo terrify 
the Senate, that they made a decree to ex- 


poſe, that is, deſtroy all the children born that | 
year. Seriatum ex territum cenſuiſſe, ne guis 


ills anno genitus educaretur. That none born 


rahat yea? ſhould be brought up, but expoſed, 
that is, left in ſome wood or deſart place to 


periſh... But he tells how this dreadful, ſen- 


X tence was prevented. Eos qui gravidas * 


ores haberent, quod ad ſe qu Spem tra- 


berets rurafe ne Senatus conſultum ad ærurium 
1 dcferręlur. That thoſe Senators whoſe wives 


F: were with child, becauſe each was in hopes 
5 of having this great King, took care that 
the decree of the Senate ſhould not be put 


into the ærarium or treaſury, without Which, 
= by their conſtitution, the decree could not 
be put in execution. And Appian, Fu- 


7 tarch, Sallust, and Cicero, do all ſay, that 
1 it was this prophecy of the Sibyls which 
| C 5 e 


J 
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raiſed the ambition of Corn. Lentulus at 
that time, hoping that he ſhould be this 

King of the Romans. Virgil, a few years 


before the birth of Chriſt, in his 4th Eclogue 
quotes a prophecy of one of theſe Sibyls 


ſpeaking of an extraordinary perſon to be 


born about that time, who ſhould introduce 
a golden age into the world, and reſtore all 
—_ and ſhould blot out our fins. 2155 


— 85 qua manent \ſeeleris weſiie n. 4 


And calls im, J 
_ Chara Deun ſaboles, magnum Jovis incre- 


| Dear We * ha Gods, and great fon 


£54 :4 of ns 80 


He deſeribes a new. wee bf chilies like the 
& new heavens” and et new earth,“ 2 Lſaiali 


lav. 17. 


4417 5 


. ee, ab integro feclorum mr ande. 9 


A great order of mou does en wholly 
5505 new. on 
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duſt, and that they ſhould not hurt or deſtroy 


The 7 ** th of Chriftianity demonſtrated. | 35 
And as Iſaiah deſcribes the happy ſtate in 
the © new earth,” that the lion and the 
lamb ſhould feed rogether, the ſerpent; cat 


in all the holy mountain,“ | Ifai. Ixv. 25. 
Virgil does almoſt repeat his words: 


— Nec mag nos metuent armenta-leanes... 
_ Occidet & erpeus, & {alles berba TR. 
Oc C ide / — 


And as God NY the Meſfiah * 


faying, I will ſhake the heavens and the 
carth, and the ſea.” Hag. ii. 7. Virgil does 


in a manner tranſlate it in this Eclogue, in- 


troducing the great perſon then to be born, 


and the joy which thould be in the whole 
Creation. . 1 — 


1 Apice conveæxo nutantem n 0 a 
7. erraſq; traftuſq; mare celumgs eren 

„ 

Aßpice venluro Letentur ut omnia ofe ch. : 


© % 


Lol teeming nature bending with its; load, | 

Ihe eartb, the ocean, and the heavens high. 
. age. | 1 

* 6 Here 


Behold how all W ent the.comiog. ; 
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Here the poet deſcribes nature as in la- 
— — bring forth this great King, as the 
derber Prophecy of the Sibyls before-men- 
tioned ſpeaks. And he ſays, Aderit oy 
tempus. That the time was then at hand. 


Jam nova progenies cœlo demiltitur alto. 
Now a new progeny from heaven deſcends. 


And he applies it to Saloninus the ſon of 
* the conſul, then newly born, as if it 
to be 'fulfilled in him. But as there 
was . like it in the event; ſo theſe 
words are too great to be applied to any 
mortal, or the reign of any King that ever 
was in the world; or to any other but to 
the Meſſiah the Lord of heaven and earth. 1 . 


10. * But you know the aer 4 
theſe Sibyls is diſputed. Some ſay the 
Chriſtians did interpotate them, and added 
to them in about a .nangdred years after 
A 5 
Cur. as is true; the Chriſtians did often 
quote them againſt the Heathens, as St. Paul 
e the Heathen Poets to the Athenians. | 
Acts 


. , 4 1 RFC 2 

? s 4 

? 4 th ö 
— *. 4 i F E 4 8 

- - "_ i 


| LF cannot imagine * they ean get off of it. 


The Truth of Cbriſtianiiy demonſtrated. 3 7 
Acts xvii. 28. And Clem. Alexandrinus in 
his Strom. I. 6. ſays, that St. Paul quoted 


the Sibyls likewiſe i in his Diſputations with 
the. Gentiles. And, the Chriſtians were 


called Sibyllianiſts, from their quoting the 


Stbyls fo often. But Origen in his anſwer 
to Celſus, 1. 7. challenges him to ſhew any 
interpolation made by the Chriſtians, and 
appeals to the Heathen copies which were 


in their own poſſeſſion, and ep with rea 
o * 


But what 1 have quoted to you out of 
Virgil was before Chriſt was born, and there- 


fore clear of all theſe objections. 


Dr. Then the Jews muſt have had ſome 


hand in them. As likewiſe ! in that Faſtern 


tradition you have ſpoken of. 
Cnr. If fo, you muſt ſuppoſe that. the 
Jews had it from their own Prophets. And 


* this will be a ſtrong confirmation that the 
3 time of the Meſſi ah's FOE: was e. 
yt told in the mbc 


505 Ft . What 7 oY Ho to this? 4 
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38 The Truth of Chriſtianity demanflrated. 
Can. Some of them ſay, That the Meſ- 
fiah put off his coming at the appointed 


time, becauſe of their ſins. Others ſay, he 


did come at the time, but has concealed 
himſelf ever ſince. | 


De. Theſe are meer excuſes. Do they | 


Pretec any prophecy for this? But to what 
purpoſe? For theſe excuſes ſhew, That pro- 
phecies are no proofs, becauſe if they may 


be thus put off, they can never be known. a 


And they may be put off and 95 off to the 
£ end of the world. : 

ery ) Cur. But now, Sir, as to your 
point. If this general expectation, both 


eaſt and weſt, of the great King of the Jews. 


to be born about that very time that he did 
come, was occaſioned by the Jewiſh tradi- 
tion of it, ſtrengthens the truth of che Holy 
Scriptures, whence the Jews kad it. But 
otherwiſe, if God we know not how, did 
ſend ſuch a notion into the minds of men, 
all over the world, at that particular time, 
and never the like, either before or ſince, 
then the miracle will be greater, and the 

atteſtation 


* 
x 
7 


- 9 - 
a4. kt. " aa * 


n 
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atteſtation to the coming of Chriſt ſtronger, 


and as you ſaid, it will be more wonderful 
and more convincing to you, than the ſtar 


was to the wiſe men in the eaſt. . 

Pz. I muſt take time to anſwer this. 1 
mad nothing at all of this of the Magi, 
and the ſtar, and of Herod's ſlaying the in- 


fants upon it. I thought it a ridiculous 


ſtory, and to have no foundation in the | 
world. But when I ſee, Suetonius telling us 
of the decree of the Senate of Rome to 


3 | deſtroy all the children born that year, and 
for the ſame reaſon, for fear of this great 
Eing that was then to be, born; k muſt 
think there, was a ſtrange chiming in of 


things here, one to anſwer the other. 1 
know not how 1t happened: By chance, or 


= LAS O46 AAP LBC; SOS TL 2 LOG DH Om Þ 
1413.) Car. ' You, cannot imagine there 
3 be any concert in this matter. That 


te Chaldeans,, and Romans, and Jews, 
could all agree upon the. point, and hit it 
= 1o exactly, without any ene of them diſco- 
1 YOURS the e Ee when it 


was 


4 7 * 
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was ſo terrible to both the Romans and the 
Jews, that they: took ſuch deſperate methods 
to prevent it as to n iber ou chil- 
dren ! 3 3 Us I; e 4997 

Dx. It is 8ieuloud to talk of. a 84 

I will not pet my cauſe upon that. Would 
they concert what they thought their own 


deſtruction?ꝰ Beſides, the Jews and Romans 


were then enemies; and the Chaldeans were 

far off, and had little correſpondence with 
either of them. And ſuch an univerſal no- 
tion could not be concerted. Whole nations 
could not be truſted with a ſecret. Andi if 


they all kept it, and againſt their own intereſt 
too, it Would be as great a miracle a as any 


; 500 ; ESI CeS: 
in I 1 Bible. : 75 - $98 e 4 1 <1 25 114 
Be i d on word 


( 14.) "OY Re b more impoſſible 


is | it to ſuppoſe, That there ſhould be a con- 3 
cert between different ages, between all the 


ages from Adam downwards, in all thoſe 
prophecies of the coming of the Mefliah'? 


How ſhould they know it but by: revelation? 
greed: fo exactly 


And would they have all ap 
as to the tines place, manner, and other 


circum- | 


The Truth * Chriflanit ee 41 


4 circumſtances, if it had been a forgery con- 


1 er OY different benen and in , 
W (15.) This is an argument which St. Peter 
thought ſtronger than the conviction even of 


our outward ſenſes, for having ſet down 


IJ what he and che other two Apoſtles had both 
ſeen and heard upon the holy Mount, he 
adds, We have yet a more ſure word (that 
is, a ſtronger proof) of prophecy, where-, 
XX © unto ye do well to take heed, as unto a 
light that ſhineth in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the day-ftar ariſe in 
1 your hearts.” 2 Pet. i. 19. And he en- 
forces it thus, For the prophecy came not 
nin old time by the will of man, but, holy 
men of God ſpake as they were et 
1 wh, by the Holy Got. E nity Sens. 
Dr. I will grant his anguillcar 10 far, 
That it is eafier to ſuppoſe the ſenſes of 
three men, or of all the men in the world to 
Y be impoſed upon, than that Adam, Abra 
ham, and I had concerted together,” But 1 


4 
0 
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will not give you my anſwer yet. Have you 


any more to fay upon this head of prophecy? 


Cur. I nerd ſay no more till your anſwer 
comes. For you have granted that this 
_ is ſtronger than what we ſee with our 


+(16.)/ But that your anſwer may take in 


further. I have, ſet down already ſome of I 4 
the great: prophecies of the-coming of Chriſt, # 


his ſufferings, death, and reſurrection. _ Bur if 


there are others which reach to ſeveral mi- 


nute circumſtances, ſuch as cannot he ; ap- | 


4 plied to any other fact that ever yet hap- 1 F 
pened, and which could not have been fore- 


ſeen by any but God nor were known by 4 
the actors who. did them, elſe they had not 
done them. For they would not have ful- 


filled the Prophecies that went before of y 1 
Chriſt, in applying them to him whom they =” 
crucified as a falſe N | 


See then how literally er of thele J 


Prophecies were fulfilled. As Pfal. ix. 
21. They gave me gall to cat and vinegar | 


©. 


„% 
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* to drink. „ Then read Matt. xxvii. 34. 
3 40 They gave bien vinegar to drink mingled 
3 « with gall.“ It is ſaid, Pſal. xxii. 16,17, 
. 18. They pierced my hands and my feet 
„They ſtand ſtaring and looking upon me. 
8 2 e They part my garments among them, 
and caſt lots upon my veſture.“ "hs if it 
1 had been wrote after John xix. 2 3. 24. It 
vas merely accidental in the ſoldiers, they 
4 would not tear his coat, | becauſe, it was 
woven and without ſeam, therefore they caſt 
# ats for it: thus fulfilling this Scripture, 
x without: any knowledge of theirs, for they 
2 were Roman ſoldiers, and knew nothing. of 
he N Again it is ſaid, Pſal. xxii. 
7. 8. All they that ſee me, laugh me to. 
3 560 they ſhoot-out their lips and ſhake 
their heads, ſaying, „He truſted, in God 
that. he would deliver him; let him deliver 
him if he will have him.“ Compare this 
7 vith Matt. xxvii. 39, 41, 42, 43. And they 
4 that paſſed by, reviled him, wagging their 
heads, and ſay ing Come down from the 
croſs. Likewiſe alſo the chief prieſts 
„ mocking biw, with t the ſcribes and elders, 
RH ei 1 ſaid 


— 


r 
Ne 
je pre 


_ ou 

F Veen A ns Nu 
eat AC og. ao dS os 

4 LY WS 1 +... &-<- a es. 2 * . 


ems + 
WI 


of * - — — wt, 
bp) 0 4 
— ee En nn EY ET 


8 4 0 al © * 
— -- !)'!ĩ« . —Ä—. — 
> 


ay __ 
' 


*« whom they have pierced. Eis very 
price was foretold, and how the bn 
ſhould be diſpoſed of, Zech. xi. 1 2. fulfilled = 


factors, Tſai, Iii. 12. That his body mood y 
Tien Pfal. XVI. 184 {ON 1051 RBO 275 
cannot be applied to any but to Chriſt. 
them into conſideration when you think fit 


to N your anſwer a as to this e of” rb n 


other fact guarded with Prophecies like this. 
Or elfe you muſt confeſs that there is 1 NF 
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« ſaid— He truſted in God, let him deliver 


« him now if he will have him: for he ſaid, 4 
« I am the Son of God.“ It is ſaid again, 
Zech. xi. 10. They mall look upon me 1 


1 


Matt. xxvii. 6, 7; And his riding into Je- 
ruſalem upon an aſs, Zech. ix, g. Which, 


the learned Rabbi Saadia expounds of the 5 


Meſſiah. That 5 ian ſuffer with male - 
not lie ſo long in — grave' as to ſee er. 

M25Y other circumſtances are nels which 6 4 
have ſet down theſeifew, that you may _ 4 


: Aha” you are to take care to fad 1 2 


other 50. chat Tas tuch-evideuce as this. 
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id, (17. But before I leave this head, I muſt 

in, ention the Prophecies in our Bible of 
vc hings yet to: come to the end of che world, xy 
j and of the new- heavens and new 1 that 

Wall ſuccect. 

Da. Tbeſe gan be no a proofs, e becauſe 

yr cannot ſee the. fultilling of them. 4 

Cu. You may! believe what. is to come, 

. by the, fylfilling,.you have ſeen of, what is 

paſt: But 1 bring this now to ſhew, you, 

bat there is no other law or hiſtory i in the 

3 world t hat ſo much as pretends! to this, or to 

3 know what is to come. This is peculiar 

0 the Holy Bible; as being written trom | 
1 the mouth of GO. | N 
Von have ſeen how the current of the Pro- 
L ies of the Old Teſtament did poin at 
Hand center in that great event the. e of | 
the Meſſiah, , 

= Whey he was: come, then he told us more | 
6 | kinds: of what was to come after him, even 
o the conſummation. of all things. And 
3 W what, we have ſeen; exactly fulfilled, of all- 
Ihe told us to this mee we muſt believe what 


ur remains * come. 


1 8 


5 


 (18.) How 


4 T 1 7 ruth of y cui demonſtrated. 


4 18.) How particularly did he foretel the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and the ee S 
Matt. xxiv. And that that age ſhould} 1 
not paſs till it ſhould be fulfilled? And his 4 
very expreſſion was literally fulfilled, That 
there ſhould not be left one ſtone upon ano- 

ther in the temple, for the very foundations 
of it were ploughed up by Turnus Rufus. = 
See Scaliger“ s Canon. Iſagog. p. 304. I 
When Jeruſalem" was firſt beſieged it was| 1 
full of Chriſtians. But the fiege was raiſed 
unaccountably and for no reaſon that hiſtory 
gives. In which time the Chriſtians ſeeing 0 
thoſe ſigns come to paſs which Chriſt had _ 

foretold would precede its deſtruction, and 
particularly laying hold of that caution he 
gave, Then let them that are in JudealM © 
« flee to the mountains,“ and that in ſuch : 
- haſte, as that he that was in the field was 
not to return (to Jeruſalem) to fetch his 1 | 
; = tl 
garment, or he on the houſe top there to ſtay | 
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to take his goods with him; accordingly: all a f 
the Chriſtians left Jeruſalem, and fled to 1 
Pella, a city in the Mountains. And as} 12 

Tt 
ſoon as s they were all gone, the Romans re- 
„3 ö turncdſ 


Pe Truth of Chriftianily demonſtrated. 4% 
turned and Tenewed the fiege. And ſo it 
came to paſs, that when Titus ſacked the 
city there was not one Chriſtian found there, 


and the deſtruction fell only upon the unbe- 
lieving Jews. The others eſcaped, as Lot 


out of Sodom, by W the Low ig 
of that ruin. | 5 


. 6 Aab very remarkable prediction 


of our bleſſed Lord in that ſame chapter was 


of the many falſe Chriſts that ſhould come 
after him; and he warned the Jews not to 
follow them, for that it would be to their 
| deſtruction. „ Behold, (ſays he, ver. 26.) 
«© T have told you before.” But they would 


«lf not believe him; and accordingly it came 


to paſs, Joſephus in his Antiquities of the 


Jews, I. xviii. c. 12. I. xx. c. 6. And De 


Bell. Jud. I. vii. c. 31. tells of abundance 


al | of theſe falſe Meſſiahs who appeared 'before 


* the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and led the 


people into the wilderneſs, where they were 


miſerably deſtroyed. The very thing of 
which our Saviour cautioned them, ver. 26. 
If "IE * N « Behold, he (that is, 

og a> * 
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ec Chriſt) is in the deſert, go not forth.” 
And De Bell. Jud. 1. vii. c. 12. Joſephus 
ſays, that the chief cauſe of their obſtinacy 
in that war with the Romans, was their ex- 
pectation of a Meſſiah to come and deliver 
them, which brought on their ruin, and 


made them deaf to the offers of Titus, Who 


courted them to peace. 

And ſince the deſtruction of en 
tate have been ſo many falſe Meſſiahs, that 
Johannes à Lent has wrote a hiſtory of them, 
printed Herbonæ, 1697. Which brings 
them down as far as the year 1682. And 
tells the lamentable. Qeftwction of the * 
in Pn them. 


( 20. ) But the next Poijplicer of our bleſſed 
{ar which I produce is more remarkable 
than theſe; and of which you ſee the ful- 


filling in a great meaſure, viz. That his 


Goſpel ſhould: prevail over all the world, 
and that the gates of hell ſhould not prevail 


againſt it: and this told when he was low 
and deſpiſed, and had but twelve poor fiſher- 
men wr his followers: .and that his religion 

| ſhould 


— 
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Mould conquer, not by the ſword, like Ma- 


homet's, but by patient ſuffering, as lambs 
| among wolves. And in this ſtate the church 
' endured moſt terrible perſecutions, when all 


the rage of hell was let looſe againſt her, for 
the firſt three hundred years; without any 
help but from heaven only ; till at laſt, by - 


the Divine Providence, the great Emperor of 


Rome, and other mighty Kings and Princes, 
without any force or compulſion, did volun- 
tarily and en ſubmit their 0 to 
Chriſt. re 5 Tis 
No religion that ever was in the world: was 


40 begun, ſo propagated, and did ſo prevail: 


and hence we aſſuredly truſt, that what re- 
mains will be fulfilled, of the promiſe of 
Chriſt to his church in the latter days. 

But I ſpeak now only of this Prophecy ſo 
long beforehand, - and when there was ſo 
little appearance of its ae to mo 8 


far as we have ſeen already. 


Let me here emen erz one „ 
paſſage foretold by Chriſt concerning the 
woman, who anointed his body to the bury-— 
1 ge whereloever this Goſpel ſhall 

w_ e bk | 
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<< 'be preached throughout: the whole world, 


** this alſo that ſhe hath done ſhall be ſpoken | 
-© of, for a memorial of her.“ Mark xiv. 
8. 9. And we ſee how 15 is oben of to | 


this day. 


nar heard of this Prophecy. 


Enn. So you may ſay of all ae: Bible, or 
of any other book; but Providence has fut- 
filled this Prophecy by preſerving the book: | 
aud it is a prophecy that this book, at leaſt 
this fact of the woman, ſhould be preſerved 
for ever, and it may" 4 be a ge 


wn hook! were: ile; 


and the events come to paſs, they are plain 
ta every body; but why might they not have 
been as plain from the beginning? And then 
there could have been no diſ pute about them, 
as if it had been ſard, that fuch a one by 


name, at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a Place, 


Sould:do-fuch things, &. 


Cur. Becauſe God having e "=. 


wil, Ce Sa force men 10 do any wicked 


3 W 


— 


De. If a had IRR loſt, we had | 


5145 Ds. When eee fulfilled, 


S 
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thing: ant it would be in the power „ 


wicked men to defeat a Prophecy againſt 


themſelves, as to the circumſtance of time, 


place, or the manner of doing the thing. 
For example, if the Jews had known that 

Chriſt had told his Apoſtles he was to be 

crucified, they would not have done it; they 


vould have ſtoned him as they did St. Ste- 
phen; for that was the death appointed by 


the law for blafphemy : and they ſeveral 5 


times attempted to have ſtoned Chriſt for 
Wthis, becauſe he ſaid 1 am the Son of God. 


"7 Rad 


John viii. 59. x. 3t,'32, 33. But cruci- 
fixion was- a death by the Roman law. 
Therefore the Jews, to fulfil this Prophecy 
(but not knowing it) delivered Chriſt to 
the Romans to be put to death. Yet he 
told them fo much of it, that after he Was 


hem, John viii. 28; © When ye have. lift 
© up the Son of Man, then ſhall ye know 
„ that I am he.” And chap- x. 32, 33. 
5 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
© will draw all men unto me. This he 55 
8 laid, fi gnifying What death he ſhould die. * 


1 But 


crucified they might know it, as he aid to 
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But they underſtood it not till they had done 
it; then they knew what the lifting up | 
meant. And chap. xviii. 31, 32. When | 
Pilate would have. had them judge him ac- | 
cording to their law, which was ſtoning, | 
they were cautious at this time only, and | 


ſaid, 15 It is not lau ful for us to put any 


man to death. 2” Becauſe they were then 
-under the. government of the Romans. But 
the next words ſhew the deſign, of Provi- 


dence i in it, that the ſaying of Jeſus might 


«be fulfilled, which he ſpake, ſignifying 
"; what death he ſhould die.“ They had 


no ſuch caution u pon them when they ſtoned 


St. Stephen after this, nor the many times 
before when they took up ſtones to have 


ſtoned the ſame Jeſus. 
Then again, the piercing his ſide with 


* ſpear was no part of the Roman ſentence 


of. execution, -but happened ſeemingly by 
mere accident; for the ſentence of the law 


was to hang upon the croſs till they were 
dead: but that being the day of preparation 
for the Sabbath, which began that evening | 
ſoon. after Chriſt and the thieves were 


kaltened 
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I faſtened to the croſs, before it could be ſup- 
poſed they were dead, therefore,“ that the 


« bodies might not remain upon the croſs 
% on the ſabbath-day,” the Jews beſought 
Pilate that their legs might be broken (which 


| was no part of the ſentence neither, but 


done) leſt they ſhould eſcape when taken 
down. Accordingly the legs of the thieves 
were broken, for they were yet alive, and 
the reaſon why they brake not the legs of 


Chriſt was, : becauſe “ they ſaw that he was 


dead already; but to make ſure, one of the 
ſoldiers pierced his fide with a ſpear : little 
knowing that they were then fulfilling Pro- 
phec ies, as that * a bone of him ſhould not 


be broken.” And again, “ They ſhall 
| © look on him whom they pierceg. * As 
little did the ſoldiers think of it when they 


were caſting lots upon his veſture: and the 


chief Priefts (if they had knownit or reflected 


upon it) Would not have upbraided him in 
the very words that were orctold in xxii: 
Pſalm, which I have before quoted. And 
they would have contrived the money they 
gave to Judas to have been one piece more 


1 | or 


1 The Tenth of Chrifianity demonſtrated, 
or lefs than | juſt thirty they would not have 


come ſo punctually in the way of that Pro- 


phecy, Zech. xi. 12, 13. They weighed 


for my price thirty pieces of ſilver,” And 


they would have bought any other ficld with 
it, but eſpecially not that of the Potter, 


- Which Zechariah there likewiſe mentions. 
And as the enemies of Chriſt did not 


know. they were fulſilling theſe Prophecies 


of him, fo neither did his diſciples at the 
time when they were ſo doing. And it is 
ſaid; John xii. 16. Theſe things under- 
* ſtood not his diſciples at the. firſt; bur 


1 when Jeſus was glorified, then rememe 


{* bered. they that theſe things were written 
„of him, and that they had done thefe 


ne, things unto. him.“ This makes the ful- 
filling theſe W ah more remairks, 


ale: 5 4 ? 
Where e PEA ates * 


will not be minded, they are more expreſs 
and plain: as likewiſe where the paſſions and 


Intereſts of men will hurry them on towards 
fulfilling them. Thus Alexander the Great 


bcen 


is deſcribed as aaa * as if he had 
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been named, Dan. viii. 20, 21, 22. And 
it is ſaid, that this Prophecy, which was 
ſhewed him by the High- Prieſt at Jeruſa- 
lem, did encourage him in his expedition 
againſt the Perſians. But it is not ſo when 
1 Wan ib t 40 fooliſh: and: wiektü tnings, 
and things hurtful to himſelf; for if theſe 
were told plainly and literally, it would be 
in his power to do otherwiſe; unleſs God 
ſhould force his will, and chen Hs would not 
up e. A's 9 216500 apy 3 Yer 
* ) Ds. I malt da 2 to the : 
Jews in anſwer to theſe Prophecies of the 

Meſſiah which you have brought; for they 
owning theſe Scriptures as Revelations given 
them by God, muſt have ſome ſolution or 
other for them, or elſe give themſelves Lid 
a rr on 75635 

Cunx. The anſwers the Jews give e con- 
vince you the more, and render 1 57 indeed | 
ſelf- condemned. [> 9834 ig 16 
Before the coming of Chriſt che) 1 un 
derſtood theſe texts as we do, to be certain]; 435 
meant of the Meſſiah, and: of none other. 

D . Before 5 
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But fince that time they have forced-them- 
ſelves to put the moſt ſtrained! and contra- 
dictory meanings upon them; for they agree 
not in their expoſitions, and * one does 
8 deſtroy the other. jr; 34 

Thus that text I before 3 Grivatiin, 
10. was underſtood by the Chaldee and an- 
cient . nee to he meant.of the 
Lr 0 ee 

Let of * modern Rabbies ſome ſay, 
that it was meant of Moſes ;. but others re- 
ject that, Firſt, Becauſe it is plain that the 
gathering of the nations or Gentiles was not 
to Moſes... Secondly, Becauſe the ſcepter 

was not given to Judah till long after Moſes. 

The firſt of it that appears was Judg.- xx, 
18. when Judah was conimanded by Gad to 
go up firſt,“ and lead the feſt of the 
tribes; and David was the firſt King of;the 
tribe of Judah. Thirdly, Becauſe Moſes 
did prophecy: of a greater than himſelf to 

come, to whom the a mould nn 
Deut. xvii. 15, 183 19. 9283 ee 1 

For theſe reaſons, * Rabbics: PER y 
could not be meant of CAS but nere 
. | 4 it 
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The Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. 97 
it to the tabernacle at Shiloh. This was 
only for the ſake of the word Shiloh, for 
otherwiſe it bears no reſemblance either to 
the gathering of the Gentiles, or the ſcepter 
of Judah: and though the houſe of God 
was firſt ſet up at Shiloh, yet it was removed 
from thence and eſtabliſhed at Teruſalem'; 
which was the place of which Moſes: ſpoke' 
thar God would place his name there, 3 as 8 
ſhall ſhew you preſently. „. ene 
This interpretation derenhee⸗ bei ng re- 
jected, other Rabbies ſay, that this Pro- 
phecy muſt» be meant of the Meſſiah; but 
that by the word ſcepter is not to be under- 


ſtood: a ſcepter of rule or government, but 


of correction and puniſhment, and that this. 
ſhould: not depart from Judah till Shilok: 
came.. But the text explaining ſcepter by 
the word law-giver, that the ſcepter ſhould: 
not depart from Judah, nor a lau- giver from. 
between his feet until Shiloh came, over 
throws this interpretation, and ſhews the- 
ſcepter here mentioned to be meant of a; 
ſcepter of rule and government. Again; 


Joſhua gave them reſt from their enemies 


D 5 round 


6 
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round about; and the land had reſt. many 
years under their Judges; and David de- 
livered them out of the hands of their 
enemies; and under Solomon they were the 


' richeſt. and happieſt people upon earth; 
and frequently after they were in good con- 
dition and at eaſe: ſo that the ſcepter of 


correction, did often depart from. them be- 
tore Shiloh came. F 


This is ſo evident, that 1 of R 


allow this ſcepter to be a ſcepter of govern- 


ment, but they ſay the meaning is, that 


the ſcepter ſhall not finally or for ever 


depart: from Judah, becauſe the Meſſiah 


will come and reſtore it to Judah again. 


But this is adding to the text, and making 
a new text of it, and quite different from 


the former, nay directly oppoſite to it; for 


1 the text ſpeaks only of the departing of 6 


the ſcepter, but nothing of the reſtoring 
it; and it cannot be reſtored till once it is 
departed: therefore this expoſition ſaying 
ie ©, ſhall- depart, and the text ſaying it 
on _ not- ora are a oor pe 
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The Truth of Chriftianity demonſtrated. 9 
Laſtly, there are others who throw afide 


/ 

- all theſe excuſes, and fay, that the ſcepter *” 

r or dominion is not yet departed front Judah, 

a for that ſome Jew or other may have ſome 

; | fort of rule or government, in ſome part 

== © or ouner ded the world, "AE we know Hop 

'Y not. Rain 

- Dx. 10 if the Joins (who beld "Y beſt 

1 corteſpondetice' with' one another of any 

Y people) could not tell this place, if there 

8 were any ſuch where they were governed | 
t dy their own laws, and by governments of 

r IF their own nation, though in ſibje&ion to 

1 the - Lore pot of THE "Oy Wire FO 0 


4 Theſe! falvos of the: Jet! are contra- 
* dictory to each other, they are poor ex- 
r cuſes, and ſhew their Pe to be perfectly 
f 
4 


deſtitute. oo 
But I have ant obe aan this bie | 
A phecy, which affects both Jews and Chrif- - 
4 tians: that the regal ſcepter did depart 8 
t from the tribe of TOR: long Before youn 
SRO came. W ee N 
3 ln 11 ? 950 * N 4 ae 
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bo The Truth of Chriflianity demonſtrated. ; 
. Cur... Firſt, This Prophecy does not call 
the ſcepter a regal ſcepter, and therefote 
denotes only government in the general. 
| Secondly, The whole land and the nation 
took their name from ] udah. It was called 
the land of Judah; and the nation took the 
name of Jews from Judah, as before that 
of Hebrews from Heber their progenitor, 
Gen. x. 25. And this Prophecy ſpoke of 
thoſe times when Judah ſhould be the father 
of his country, and the whole nation ſhould 
be comprehended under the name of Judah: 
and therefore Judah holds the ſcepter 
Wherever a Jew governs. Beſides the 
words ſcepter and throne are uſed in rela- 
tion to inferior governors, to tributary 
Kings, and kings in captivity ; thus. it is 
ſaid that thirty · ſeven years after the cap- 
1 tivity of Judah, the king of Babylon ſet 
the throne of Jehoiachin - king of Judah 
above the thrones of the kings that were 
with him in Babylon. 2 Kings xxv. 27, 28. 
This was more than half the time of the 
captivity; and this was continued to Je- 
Hhoiachin all the.“ days of his life, (ver. 


\ 
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29, 30.) which, might laſt till the end or 
near the end of the captivity. But beſides 

the king, the Jews: had governors of their 
own nation allowed them, who were their 


archontes or rulers; and they en jcyed their 
own laws; though in ſubjection to the king 
of Babylon. The elders of Judah (which 


was a name of government) are mentioned 


in the captivity. Ezek. viii. 1. And the 


chief of the Fathers of Judah, and the 


Prieſts and the Leuites. Ezra i. 5. And 


after the captivity, they had à triſhahta or 
governor of their own nation. Ezra ji. 63. 


Neh. viii. 9. And the throne. or the go- 


vernor is named, Neh. iii. 7. So that have 


was ſtill the throne! or ſcepter of Judah. 


And from the time af the ma OA to 


their conqueſt! by the Romans, the ſupreme 


authority was in their High Prieſts,” As it 
was afterwards, but in ſubjection to the 
Romans ; and they enjoyed their own laws. 
« Pilate ſaid unto them, take ye him, and 
*« judge him according to your law.“ Joh. 
xviii. 31. And though they anſwered, It 

is not lawful for us to put any man to 


. death; "os 
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| { 5 5 3 Vs > RO. ; 
cc death ;** the reaſon is given in the next 


verſe, That the ſaying of Jeſus might be 


fulfilled which he ſpake, ſignifying what 


death he ſhould die.“ For crucifixion 


was a Roman death, but ſtoning by the 


Law of Moſes was the death for blaſphemy, 
of which they accuſed him. And they 
afterwards: ſtoned St. Stephen for the ſame 
(alledged) crime, according to their own 


law. Their High- Prieſts and Council had 
full liberty to meet when they pleaſed, and 
to act according to their law, And Chriſt 
bhimſelf owns they fat in Moſes's ſeat. "ag 
Matth. xxiii. 2. The High-Prieſt ſat to 
5 judge St. Paul, who applied to him that 
text, Exod, xxii. 28. Thou ſhalt not re- 


c vile the gods, nor curſe the ruler of thy 


people, or ſpeak evil of him, as = 


« Apoſtle renders it, Acts xxiii. 5. 80 


that here the government was ſtill in . 5 
Jews, though in ſubjection to the Romans; 
and thus it continued till the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem and the temple by the Romans. 
But ſince that time they are diſperſed in all 
countries, and have no governor or ruler” | 
r ; Th 
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of their own in any. The ſcepter is _ 


tirely departed from them. 

Dr. It is impoſſible but the Jen: MY 
ſee the difference of their ſtate: before the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and ſince, and of 
their condition as to government in their 
ſeveral captivities, and now in their diſper- 5 
ſion. In the former, they had ſtill a face 
of government left among themſelves: but 
now, none at all. And their excuſes which 
you have mentioned, enden e n 
ſelf. condemned. 

What do they lay to that tend yon 3 


quoted, Jer. xxili. 17, &c. that David 


ſhould never . want- a fon to fit upon his. 
throne, &c. You Chriftians apply it to 
Chriſt, who was called the Son of David; 
but to whom do the Jews apply it? 
Cx. Some of them ſay, that David 
will be raiſed from the dead, and made im- 
mortal, to fulfil this prophecy. Others 
ſay, that after the Meſſiah, who is to be f 
the ſeed of David, he ſhaib * forward 
no more want a ſon, nl vom onth e 


De. 
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- De. Both theſe interpretations are in flat 


contradiction to the text. The text ſays; 


ſhall never want; theſe ſay, ſhall want for 


a long time; they muſt confeſs now for 


near ſeventeen hundred years together, | and 
how much longer they cannot tell. They 


have had none to fit in Moſes's ſeat, or on 
the throne of David, though in ſubjection 
to their enemies, as they had in the worſt 


of their- captiviries ; but have not now in 


their diſperſion. 


But is there any difference betwixt wh 
you call the cathedra, or wand of . | 


_ the throne of David? * 


Cu. None as to government; ve Moſes 2 
was king in Jeſhurun, Deut. xxiii. 5. but 


David was the firſt king of the tribe of 
Judah, Which was to be the name of the 


whole nation; and Chriſt was called the 


EKing of the Jews. It was the title ſet upon 
his croſs. But S him, none ever had” 
that title ro this day. „ 

Dr. This is not to bu ere by th the 

Jews. But pray what perſon is it do they. 
E d 


* 
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ſay. was mgant in the liiid. of Sal which 


you have queredÞ ot col fn qH 20 3c 


Cuk. They ui not nwo ite to bt any | 
perſon at all; for they can find none, ex- 
cept our Chriſt, to whom theſe prophec ies 
can any way be applied. Therefore they 


ſay it muſt be meant of the nation of the 
Jews, whoſe ſufferings, &c. are there de- 
ſeribed in the name of a perſon, 58 which 


the people are to be underſtood. Sieh 


Dx. But the people and the e there 


deſcribed as ſuffering, &c. are plainly con- 


tra- diſtinguiſned. It is ſaid ver. 8. . For 
ff, the tranſgreſſion of my people was he 


t ſtricken.” * And ver. 3, 4, &c. “ Wet? 
(the people) “ like ſheep have gone aſtray 


es And the Lord hath laid on him the 
* iniquity-of us all,” that is. of the people: 


Who are here called wicked. But he is 
called. My righteous: nen who did 


27.00 violence; neither was any deceit in 


<. his, mouth.“ Therefore this people and 


the; perſon here ſpoke of could not be the 


. They are oppoſed to each other. 
The one called righteous, the other wicked. 


af N The 


__ 
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The one to die for the other, and to juſtify 


the other. By his knowledge ſhall my 


0 righteous ſervant juſtify many, &c.“ 

- Cur. The Jews before Chriſt; came un- 
derſtood this prophecy of the Meſſiah, as 
indeed it can be applied to none other: 
but the Jews ſince Chriſt, to avoid the 
ſotce of ithis and other prophecies which 
ſpeak of the ſufferings and death of the 
Meſſiah, have invented two Meſſiahs, one 
Ben-Joſeph of the tribe of Ephraim, who 


is to be the ſuffering Meſſiah, the other 


Ben-David, of the tribe of Judah, who is 
to triumph glorioufly, and ſhall raiſe from 


the dead ali the Iſraelites, and ny: gra 


the firſt Me ſſiah, Ben- Joſepn. 


Dr. Does the Scripture ſpeak es N 


ee the one raiſing the other? 
+ Cir No; not a word: but only of the 
| Meſſiah; which ſhews it ſpoke only of one: 


framed to themſel ves theſe two Meſſiahs. 
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But it mentions the ' twofold ſtate of this 
Meſſiah, the firſt: fuffering, the ſecond tri- 
umphing. Whente the modern Jews have 


— - 
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De. This is ſhameful ! And plainly to 
avoid the prophecies againſt theme of) 

Cur, This of Ifaiah is fully explained, 
Dan. ix. 24, &c. where it is ſaid, that the 
Meſſiah the Prince ſhould be cut off, but 
not for himſelf, but for the tranſgreſſions 
of the people, To make an end of ſins, 
c and to make reconciliation for iniquity. 
And that this was to be within four hun- 
dred and ninety years after: the building of 
the ſecond temple, which! have ee 
before. | 

Dx. I cannot imagine how the Jens e ge 
cen this. 

Cur. They cannot. Bot: in olive to it; 
they ſeek now to undervalue the whole 
book of Daniel, though they dare not to- 
tally reject it, becauſe it was received by 
their forefathers, who preceded. Chriſt. 
But about a hundred years after Chriſt they 


made a new diſtribution of the books of 


the Old Teſtament, - different from their 
fathers, and took the book of Daniel out 
of the middle of the Prophets, where it 
was placed before, and put it laſt of all. 


— 
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But more than this, to leſſen the credit of 
this book, they adventured to ſhake the 
authority of their whole Scriptures ; for 
they took upon them to make a diſtinction 
of the books of the Scripture, and made 
them not all inſpired or canonical, but 
ſome of them they called Ayiëypaꝙα, that 
is, holy or pious books, though in a lower 
claſs than thoſe called inſpired or canonical 
Scriptures. And they put the book of 
Daniel into the inferior claſs; but in that 
book Daniel ſpeaks of himſelf as having re- 
ceived theſe prophecies immediately from 
an angel of God. Wherein if he told us 
the truth, it muſt» be put in the higheſt 
claſs of canonical Scripture ; but if he told 
us falſe, then this book is quite through all 

2 lie, and blaſphemous too, in fathering it 
all upon God! So that the diſtinction of 
our modern Jews confounds themſelves. 
And ſince they allow this book of Daniel a 
place among the 'Ayidypape, or holy writings, 
they! cannot deny it to be truly canonical, 


as all their fathers owned it before the 


coming of Chriſt, And if they throw. off 
30 ; | . Daniel, 


03" 


—_ 


6c 


7 he Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. 69 
Daniel, they muſt diſeard Ezekiel too; 


for he gives the higheſt atteſtation to Daniel 
that can be given to mortal man ; he wakes . 


him one of the three moſt righteous men 
to be found in all ages, and the very ſtand- 


ard of wiſdom to the world. Ezek. xiv. 
| 14. 20. xxvili. „ , 
D. What do they 97 to N it. 75 9. | 


where it is ſaid, that Chriſt. was. to. come 


into the ſecond, Temple? 


| Cur. Some of them Pay that this wwuſt 
be meant of a temple yet to be built. 
Dx. This is denying the prophecy; for 


it is faid, ver. 7. Iwill fill this Houſe 
% with glory, Kc. And ver. 9. The . 
4 © glory of this. latter. houſe—And ; i in this 


c place will I give peace, Kc. but I am 
not. to. defend the cauſe, of the Jews. It 


ſeems to me very deſperate. | I own you. 
Chriſtians have the G of them i in 8 
„ 

N And I hope. it nb have. fo 8 
effect with you, as to make you confider. 
ſcriouſly of the weight of this enk of 
| prophecy we have diſcourſed. 
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Dx. Ler i us at preſent leave this head of 
prophecy. Have you any further evidence 
| . e age e „ 


(iI. Cur: OLI one more, which is 
yet more peculiar to him than even that of 
prophecy. For whatever weak pretence 


may be made of ſome prophecies among 


the Heathen, as to ſome particular events, 
of little conſequence to the world, yet they 
never offered at that ſort of evidence J am 
next to produce; which is not only 


prophecies of the fact, and that from the ? 


beginning of the world, but alſo types, 
reſemblances, and exhibitions of the fac, 


in outward. ſenfible inſtitutions, ordained as 2 


law from the beginning, and to continue 
till the fact they preſigured ſhould come to 


2 1 
Lge 4 « ; .. 


(1.) Such were the ſacrifices inſtituted 


by God immediately upon the fall, (and 


upon his promiſe of the life-giving ſeed,” 


Gen. ii. 15.) as types of that great and* 
uy PET for fin which was 


. 


106 
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away fin, but that a more noble blood was 


wn Truth of Chrifhanty loves 7% 


to come. Whoſe blood they ſaw continu- 


ally ſhed (in type) in their daily ſacriſices, 


Theſe were continued in the Heathen 
poſterities of Adam by immemorial tradi- 
tion from the beginning, though i they had 
forgot the beginning of them, as they had 
of the world, or of mankind ; yet, they re- 
tained ſo much of the reaſon of them, as 
that they had univerſally the notion of a 
vicarious atonement, and that our ſins were 
to be purged by the blood of others ſuſfer- 
ing in our ſtead. As likewiſe, that the 
blood of bulls aa goats could not take 


neceſſary. Hence they camei to human ſa- 
crifices, / and at laſt to ſacrifice the greateſt, 
moſt noble, and moſt virtuous; and ſuch. 
offered themſelves to be ſacrificed for the 


ſafety of the people. As Codrus- King s 


the Athenians, Who ſacrificed. himſelf on 
this account. The like did Curtius for the 
Romans, as ſuppoſing: himſelf the braveſt | 
and moſt valuable of them, all- S the 
Decii, the Fahii, &c. Agamemnon ſacri- 
d bis FRE Tphigenia for the Greek 

army; 


f %z os | p 
8 * * 
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army; and the King of Moab ſacrificed 


his eldeſt ſon that ſhould have reigned in 
his ſtead, 2 Kings iii. 27. Thus the ſacri- 
ficing (not their ſervants 'or ſlaves, but) 
their children to Moloch, is frequently 
mentioned of the Jews, which they did in 


imitation of the Heathen; as it is ſaid, 
Pal. cvi. 35, 36, 37, 38. They were 


* mingled among the Heathen, and learned 
© their works; and they ſerved/ their idols 

«Yea they ſacrificed*their ſons and their 
cc. daughters unto the idols of Canaan; &c. 


Purſuant to which notion, the Prophet in- 
troduceth them arguing thus: Where- 


* with mall I come before the Lord, and 


, with calves of a year old? Will the 


% 


Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, 


«'or with ten thouſands of rivers of oil! ? 


« Shall 1 give my firſt-born for my tranſ- 


« grefſion, the fruit of my body for the 


7 fin of my ſoul?” Micah vi. 6, 7. They 


i were 1 wires Wer: a een op and 


4 N rey $ ; © gy. . 
* | 
s ; * 
F \ 


' myſelf before the high God? Shall 
I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
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e latisfaction for fin; | and they. 
thought it neceſſary. 


3 
1 


s Ds. No doubt they chought f ſo; bot that 
) did -not make it neceſſary. 
5 ._ Cur. The doctrine , of fatisfactibh' is a 
7 ſubject by itſelf; which I have treared elſe- 


1. where, in my anſwer to the examination of 
my laſt dialogue againſt the Socinians. 
4 But J am not come ſo far with you yet; 1 


18 am now only ſpeaking of ſacrifices as types 

ir of the facrifice of Chriſt, | 

s ) And beſides GA in bat = 
42 there were aſterwards ſome particular ſacri- 


4 | fices appointed more nearly expreſſive of 
11 | our redemption by Chriſt. As the paſiver, 
which was inſtituted in memory of the re- 
demption of the children of Iſrael (that is, 4 
the church) out of Egypt, (the houſe of 
bondage of this world, where we are in 
ſervitude to fin and miſery) in the night 
when God flew all the firſt-born of the 
Egyptians : but the deſtroyer was to pals 
over thoſe houſes where he ſaw the blood of | 
the Paſchal Lamb upon the W 
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And i it was to be eaten with unleavened 
| bread, expreſſing the ſincerity of the heart, 


- without any mixture or taint of 8 
And thus it is applied, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 


be Purge out therefore the old leaven, that 
| 10 ye may be a new lump, as ye are unlea- 
cc vened. For even Chriſt our paſſover is 
oo facrificed for us. Therefore let us keep 


— 
? 


For the feaſt, not with old leaven, neither 


7 


<c with the leaven of malice and wieked- 


* neſs, but with the unleavened bread of 


s ſincerity and truth,” ; 
(3) There was a double exhibition of 
| Chriſt on the great day of « expiation, which 
Vas but once a year; on which day only the 
High Prieſt entered into the holy of holies 
(which repreſented heaven, Exod, xxv. 40. 
Wild. ix. 8. Heb. ix. 24.) with the blood 
; of the alacrifice, whoſe body was burnt 
ithout the camp; to ſhew God” s deteſta- 
tion of fin, and that it was to be removed 


far from us; and that we muſt go out of 


the camp, that is, out of this world, bear- 
ing our reproach for ſin, before \ we can be 


* freed from it. See how exactly this 
Was 


9 but we ſcek one. 


'B * Truth wp Chriftianity demgrated. 7 * 


was fulfilled, in Chriſt, Heb. viii. 11, 18% 
13. 14. « For the. bodies, of thoſe beaſts 


* 


c 


whoſe blood is brought into the ſanctuary 
« bak. the High- Prieſt for ſig, axe burnt 


. without the camp. Wherefore Jeſus 


« alſo, that he might ſanctify the people 
* with. his own blood, ſuffered without the 
«ade. Let us go forth. therefore unto, 


« him, without the camp, bearing his re- 


40 proach ; for here we have! no Fontinging. | 
come.“ 3 


The other lively repreſentation « of Chriſt's 


00 our ſins, and taking them away 


from us, which was made on the ſame day 
of expiation, was the ſcape goat, Lev. xvi. 
R And Aaron ſhall, lay both his 
" hands upon the head of the live Soat, 


| and confeſs over him all the iniquities of 
225 the children of Iſrael, and all their tranſ- 
iy greſſions in all their ſins, putting them 


ec upon the head of the goat, and ſhall Tend 


* him away by the hand of 7 A fit man into 


© the wilderneſs. And the gout thaki bear 


<<. upon him all their i iniguities, into a land 
not inhabited: LD he. ſhall. let Bo the 
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ef goat in the wilderneſs.” This is fo plain, 
that! it needs no application. „„ 
7 Wy Abele expteſs denken of 
Chr was the brazen: ſerpent in the wilder- 
neſs, 'by locking upon which the people 
were cured of the ſtings of the fiery ſerpents. 
So in looking upon Chriſt by faith, the ſting 
of the old ſerpent | the devil is taken away. 
And the lifting up the ſerpent did repreſent 
Chriſt's being lifted up upon the croſs. 
Chriſt himſelf makes the allufion, John iii. 
« 14. As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the 
ec * wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the ſon of man 
« be lifted up; that whoſoever believeth in 


ec him ſhould not Periſh, but have eternal 


ec life.“ 


» oh 7 4 
Ia 


by 5. 12 He was Mett bree by the 
manna; for he was the true bread that came 
down. from heaven to nouriſh us unto 0 eternal 


lite. John 31 to 1 


„ 1 1144 


1 (8. ) As alſo by the 80. whence the waters ; 
flowed out to give them 1 in the wil-. 


1 derneſs. 


- 


— 
— 


1 
4 


2 

7 

2 
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derpeſs. © And that abe Was Chriſt, 5 
4 Cor. „„ - 

15.) And * was not e's their. meat o 
drink, but he was alſo their conſtant guide, 


and led them in a pillar of fire by night, 


and of a cloud by day. And the cloud of 
glory in. the Temple, in which, God ap- 


14 


of the Meſſiah, who is s the true e Shechioa, or 
F of God. 


1 g 2 k 
* - 1 * # 7 - r mn. 4 " #5 
Tir 3:4) 5 4 i "=; SH 
- . * 4 
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(8). The ſabbath is called a 1 th of 
Chriſt, Col. ii. 17. It was a figure of that 
eternal reſt proc ured to us by Chriſt; therefore 
it is called a ſign of the perpetual OW” 

ae KXX1, 165 17. Ezek. XX. 12. 

9 Wes Es A 7 aa 1 ee at 
E ee which place, and none other, 
the. ſacriſices of the Jews were to be offered, 

Deut, xii. 11, 13, 14. Becauſe Chriſt, was 


te be. ſacriſiced: there, and as a token of it, 
[thoſe ſacrifices which were pes. of him were 0 


e only t ine 01 
14 8 . E 15 5 And 
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And fo great ſtreſs was laid upon this, 
that no ſin of the Jews is oftener eien 
bered than their breach of this command. 
It was a blot ſet upon their ſeveral reforma- 
tions, otherwiſe good ant commendable in 
the fight of God, that the high places 
(where they uſed to ſacrifice) were not taken 
away. This is marked as the great defect 
in the reformation of Afa, 1 Kings „ 
of Jehoſhaphat, 1 Kings xxIi. 43. of Jchoaſh, 
2 Kings xii. 3. of Amaziah, 2 Kings Xv. 4. 
of Jotham, ver. 35. But they were taken 
f Rh, au Hezekiah, 2 Kings Xviii. 4. and the 
people inſtructed to ſacrifice and burn in- 
e at Jeruſalem 1 2 Chron. e 
0 12. r A DICED : ; 

There was likewiſe a Hitter gelign 16 
Providence in limiting their ſacrifices to Je- 
ruſalem, which was, that after the great 
pPropitiatory ſacrifices of Chriſt had been 
once offered there; God was to remove the 
; Jews from Jeruſalem, that they might have 
no ſacrifice at all (as, for that reaſon „they 
have not had in any part of the world near 
theſe ſeventeen hundred years paſt) to in- 
E 5 Eg, ſtruct 


likewiſe by Hoſea, chap. iii. 4. 
ö hg children of Iſrael ſhall abide many days 


4 
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ſtruct them. That (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


to them, Heb. x. 26.) there remaineth no 


«© more” (or other) ** ſacrifice for ſins.” on 


And fince by the Law their fins were to be 
purged by ſacrifice, they have now no way 


ko purge their fins; ro force them (as it 


were) to look back upon that only facrifice 
which can purge their fins. And till they 


return to that, they muſt have no ſacrifice 


at all, but die in their ſins. As Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, 1 go my way and ye ſhall die 
jn your. fins. — For if ye believe not that 
% am he, ye thall die in n your ſins.” 1885 
viii 21, . | 
And Daniel pedicle 2 . that 
ſoon after the death of the Meſſiah, the city 


1 - 


of Jeruſalem and the ſanctuary ſhoulc de 


deſtroyed, and that the ſacrifice ſhouſd ctaſe, 
. Even until the conſummation, and that 
0 determined, thall be poured upon ths d ge- 
N cc folate.” Dan. ix. 26, 24 of 


And this delotation of theirs; and un 


vas determined uf upon them, Was told tchein 


1 


For 1 


8 . 


— 


4 
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« 3 a . ” But he ſays in the 
next verſe, That in the latter days they ſhall 
« retyrn, and. ſeek the Lord. their God, and 
% Dayid their king.” That is, the Son of 
David, their Prince and Meh ah. As he is 
called Meffiah the Prince. Dan. ix; 25. 
| Thus as ſal vation was of the Jews, be- 
cauſe Chriſt was to come of them, ſo this 
ſalvation was only to be had at Jeruſalem, 
where he was to ſuffer, and 15 which ou 
ſalvation was to be had. | 
(10.) The - This ene | is to the Jews; 
and if I were a Jew It would move me, be- 
- cauſe they never were fo long before vithour 
king, temple, or ſacrifice. 26 b 
Can, But the prophecies of it, oy i theſe | 
Hullles as you have ſeen ; ; and Chriſt being 
ſo plainly, pointed at, and. the place of his 
paſſion, by limiting the facrifices to Jeruſa- 
lem only; and by cauſing the legal ſacrifices 
io ceaſe throughout the world, to ſhew that 
they were f fulfilled ; all this i is a ſtrong evi- 


| * jou, of LJ kruth of theſe TOW 
15 1. and 


3 * 


SY Land | 2 — SW 
* 
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and of our Jeſus bei ng the Nigafag or Chriſt, 
hd was; Prophefied, 8 X . | 


5 + 
H c 
o 


Dx. I cannot deny Wei is ſanctbing 


Fe e in this, which IJ will take time 
to conſider but 1 do not ſee how the Jews 
can ſtand, out againſt this, becauſe this | mack. 
given by Daniel of the Meſfiah .that ſoon 


after his death the ſacrifice mould ceaſe, 
canngt agree to any afcer- Meſſiah who! ſhould 


now come fo many ages. after the TE has. 


-) [107 br 07 5} n 2144. ot 71 


4 Ci #84; Since 5 1 fallen into the ſub- 


ject of the Jews, I will give, you. another 
Prophecy which cannot be fulfilled. i in any 
after-Meſliah whom the Jews, expect. And 
lit avill he alſo a confirmation to you of the 
truth of, 1255 bee of * As - 
ms IDY £510 to; 2 3 1 D 


# S 


Thus God ſpeaks, 1 Anil, 20, 22, 22. 
e Thus faith the Lord, it you; can break my - 
ce covenant of the day, and my covenant of ; 


he A. and bete there, foul not be 


9 2 * af 


« allo m my covenant. be ren wich David 
Ms "= | . 3 | M « ſon 3 


7 kr 5 
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. fon to reign upon his throne; and with 
*; the Levites, the Priefts, my miniſters. | 
% As the hoſt of heaven cannot be num- 


* hered, neither the ſand of the ſea mea 


% ſured: ſo will 1 multiply the ſced of David 


% my ſervant, and the Levites that miniſter 
„„ e e e 


Now let the TIO tell in which Son of 


David this is kuimnech e Sy in % ok 


T1 


"Chrift. 


ho Levites, otherwiſe than as Iſaiah pro- 
Pheſied, Chap. vi. 21. % And 1 will alſo 
Fe täke bf them” | ( the Gentiles) e for Prieſts 


1 and for Levites, faith the Lord. And 


as it is thus applied, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 9. and 


Rev. i. 6. And this evangelica] prieſthood | 


is multiplied as the ſtars of heaven, (which 


they are frequently called)-not like the tribe 


of Levi, Wes, N not i 9 00 Prieſts to 
rn, HS) 243 36 on doo 
And as I faid before of Jovi aht 
ſacrifices there, that they are ceaſed, toſhew 
they are fulfilled; ſo here, after this Son of 
David was come, et his other ſons ceafed, 


ä and 


And how this is made good to the: Pits 


' 2 I 
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and he very genealogy of their tribes, — 
fo of Judah, is loſt, as alſo of the tribe of 
Levi; ſo that the Jews can never tell, if any 
after Meſſiah. ſhould appear, whether he 
were of the tribe of Judah, far lefs, whether 
he were of the Rneage of David; nor can 
they ſhew the genealogy of any they "alt 
| Levites 1 now among them. N e e 
+) This 18 occaſi oned by their being difperſed 
among all nations, and yet preſerved a diſtinct 
people from all the earth, though! withour | 
any country of their own, or King, or Prieſt, 
or temple, or facrifice.. And they are ur | 
preſerved, by the ; rovidence' of God, "flo | 
as never any nation was fince the foundatiotr 
of the world) to ſhew the fulfilfing of” the | 
prophecies concerning them, and the judg - 
ments pronounced againſt” them for their 
crücißſ ing their Meſſiah; and that their: 
converſion may be more apparent to- the Ny 
world, and their being gathered "out of alt 
nations, and reſtored to Jerufalem in (as is pro— 
LIBRIS 697 bo * 
miſed them) when they Mitt come 0. 4e. 
Abbes 5 their Mee Wy Uo at 
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ms +30 604 5 
; And. God not permitting them to have 
any king or. governor upon earth, ever fi 4 
their. laſt diſperſion by the Romans, (le 
they, might. ſay, that the ſcepter Was not de- 
- parteg from Judah) is to convince them 
ifyxhen. God, ſhall take t the veil off their heart) 
that 15 other Meſſiah, who. can come bere- 
after gan anſwer t this prophecy of Jeremiah, 
or that of Jacob, that the frepter ſhould r not 


depart fam Aydah ct Shiloh came. 51 


10 
112114 10 Ent 10 489 0 115 


W And it is wonderful 8 | 


how /gxpreſely. their preſent, fare: is prophe- 
Aigd, of, that ic could not be more literal, if 


x 30 were tobe worded now by.1 us who tee. Tt. 
1 As, that. they ſhould. be ſcattered into all 
W  Lountries,, fifjed, as with a ſieve among all | 
| nations, yet preſerved 5 people; and that 
| G ipod, wauld | make an utter end of thoſe na- 
ions who had oppreflec them, and blot out 
| their names from under heaven. (As we 
4 have ſcen it fulfilled. upon the great empires 
| * ofthe Affyrians, Chaldeaus, and Romans, who 
one after the other had, miſerably waſted the 

Jews) but that the name of the 1 (the 
3 LD feweſt 


the # Path of Chrifionity ef 8 5 


fe well and pooreſt of all nations) mould E- 
main for ever, and they a pedpte” diftin®t 
from all the” nations in the world, though 
ſcattered among them all.“ Read the" Pro- 
phecies expreſs upon this point. Jer. xxx. 
11 Xi. 36, 37. xxxiii. 24, 16 26. xtvi. 
28, Iſai. xxvii. 7. xxix. 7, 8. liv. 9, 10. 
Ixv. 8: Ezck. vi. 8. XI. 16, 17 Xii. (1. 16. 
Amos i; ix. 8, 9. Zech: N. And it was fore. 
told them Ing before, that thus! it woülll 


r 


be 5 v. Avi. 44. ad coat tc in the later 


WE, oo 


wa frequently; and 7 ſee all Ave 
rophecies literally fullified' and fulfillipg. | 
BY like cannot be ſaid of a any '6rher nation | 
| that e ever was upon the earth! 80 deſtrdyedd, 
and ſo preſerved i And for 10 long a time! 
Having worn out all the rear empires of 
the world, and ſtill firviving them! To 
fulfil What was' further Feuer e of them 
to the end of the world. HOU 

D!. I cannot ſay but bes; is Antti 
very firprizing 1 in this: 1 never thought of 


it before. as It 1s a in een Which 
ve 


i 
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ve ſee fulfilted andi ſtill fulfilling at this day 
before our eyes. For we are ſure theſe pro- 
phecies were not coined yeſterday ; and they 
are as expreſs and particular, as if they were 
to. be wrote now, after the events are ſo far 


r to paſs. 5 


u 12.) —.— As the. door was kept open to 
Chriſt before he came, by the many and 
flagrant prophecies of him, and. by the types 
repreſenting him, fo was the door for ever 

mut after him, by thoſe. Prophecies being 
all fulfilled. and compleated i in him, and fr 

plicable to none who ſhould come after him; * 

and by all the types ceaſing, the ſhadows 
vaniſhing when the ſubſtance was come. No 

| Meſſiah can come. now, before the ſcepter | 
depart. from Judah, and the facrifice from 

Jeruſalem, Before the. ſons of David (alt 

except, Chriſt) ſhail, ceaſe to ſit upon his 

throne, none can come now, within four 1 
hundred and ninety years of the building of 
the ſecond Temple; nor come. into that 
very Temple, as 1 have | before. ſhewed Was 
exprelily. Pr opheſied by N and 15 F. 


. 
Dr. 
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: {Dol I know not what the Jews c can . 
who own theſe prophecies. 135 

Cu. They ſay, that the coming 85 tie 
Mefn ah at the time ſpoke of in the Prophets, 


bas been delayed becauſe of their ſins. 


Dr. Then it may be delayed for ever, 
unleſs, they can tell us when they will grow 


better. But, however, theſe prophec ies have 
failed which ſpoke of the time of the Meſ- 


ſiah's coming; and they can never be a proof 
hereafter, becauſe the time is paſt. So that, 
according to this, they were made for no 
purpoſe, unleſs to ſhew that wy dry con 
that is, no prophecies at all tf a3; 
But were theſe prophecies upon cht 
tion? Or was it ſaid that the coming of the 
Meſſiah ſhould be dclayed.if the MY were : 
ſinful? 9955111673 Avvo 11907 Enmgintnn Jos 
Cn. No: for Mom! 1 thar it, was ex- 


preſily propheſied: that the coming gf the 


Meſſiah ſhould be in the moſt Gnful ſtate af 


the ho bang; to 5 their fins, Dan, ix. 


990 0 +: 


tion of hd Ne was a e that 


at che OE of- the Meſhah the Temple 
ſhould | 


- 
* — 
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ſhould be a del of: thieves. Rabbi Juda in 
Maſoreta. And a time of great corruptibn. | 
2tPalmud.' tir. de Synedrio, anc de Pongeri- 
bad! 6,543 511% elbe 1112 Arn opitig tf 
But mare than tkis, Ahe vers aſe; 1s Rik of 
their being moſt ſinful, and it; is Ex preſsly 
ſuid, that this ſhould not hinder the Aul fil 
ling of the jpraphecies concerning the com- 
Ing of the Meſſtah, ſpoke of as the Son uf 
David, 2 Fame vii. 145 15 85 Pfal. Ixxxix. 
Jol 31-37 ei Sei it. Aas er 
But it Was propheſied chat chey ſhobld not 
know their Me ſftah, and dhauld. refbch him 
when he camel i that he ſhoqld bela i ſtome 
ö ſtumbling,” and: a * roc R of offenteꝰ 
to them. Tai? viii. , is.” Andthat their 
ge eyes ſhould be oloſed;” *that: tHey'ſhodld 
not underſtand their own Prophets, chap. 
ix 9, 70% 11. That their! builders 
ſhould rejecto the head ſtone of their corner, 
Pfal. cxviii. 22. And the like in ſeveral 
other places of their own: Prophets. And 
thus they miſtook the prophecy concerning 
the coming of Elias, whom it is ſaid they 
| Knew Doty! ©, but did. to him what they 
P1901 7 OW * liſted, 5 


*: 
* 
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00 liſtedi and ſo the ſame of Chriſt. Matt. | 
xvii. 12. And it is ſaid, 1 Cor. ii. 8. that 


% had they known it, they would not have 
« crucified the Lord of glory.” 

Dr. This indeed ſolves the vinghiries, 
both thoſe of the coming of the Meſſiah, 


and of the Jews not knowing him, and 
therefore rejecting him; and likewiſe ob 
viates this excuſe of theirs; for if they were 


very ſinful at that time, it was a greater 


puniſhment of their ſin not to know, and 
to reject their Meſſi ah, than his n not e | 


at that time would have bee. by. 


Cux. The great ſin mesiticnel br whith | 
they were puniſhed by ſeveral captivities, 
was their idolatry, the laſt and longeſt of 
which captivities was that of ſeventy- years 
in Babylon; ſince which time they have 
forſaken their idolatry,” and: have nevel been 
nationally guilty of it ſince, but always had 
it in the utmoſt barret bed RA 


a 
"0. 


tivity, nere eg 4 bis all DG. 
and enjoying. their own law, government, 
e . and 


ww 
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and worſhip, in ſome manner, but diſperſed 


2 — * 


7 


over all the world, without country of their 
own, or King, or Prieſt, or Temple, or 


| ſacrifice, or any Prophet to comfort chem, 
or give them hopes of a reſtoration; and all 


this come __ them, not for their old fin 
of idolatry, but from that curſe they im- 
precated upon themſelves, when they cru- 
cifſied their Meſſiah, ſaying, His blood be 
on us; and on our children.“ Which cleaves 
unto them from that day to this, and 18 


viſible to all the world but to themſelves ! 


And what other fin can they think greater 
tan idolatry, for which they have been 
puniſhed ſo: much more terribly than for all 
their idolatries ; what other ſin can this. be, 


but their crucifying the Meſſiah! And here 


they way ſee their ſinful fate, which they 
alledge as an excuſe for their Meſſiah's not 


coming at the time foxetold by the Prophets, 
rendered ten fold more. ſinful, by Wei re- 


| jecting him when he came. 


Ds. This is a full anſwer, and be, 


as to the lens. But haye you any more to 
| an 4 *. | 


(0 Car. 


© 0Q 


N. 


of the Old Teſtament, and ſtronger evidence 


in a dead ſleep; and after Chriſt was dead, 


- "7' 25 
* 1 
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(13. ) em. * have one thing more to I 
Eier which may « come under this head of | | 
types, and that is, perſons who' repreſented | 
Chriſt in ſeveral particulars, and o th 
be called patonal an. 

And I Will not apply theſe out of my 
own head, but as they are applied in the 
New Teſtament, which having all the marks 


than theſe, i in thofe marks we are now en 
their authority is indiſputable. 
1 I) I begin with Adam, e gave us 
| life and death too; and Chriſt came by his 
death to reſtore us to life again; even life 
eternal. Hence Chriſt is called the ſecond 
Adam, and Adam is called the figure of 
Chriſt. The paratlel betwixt them is in- 
ſiſted on, Rom. v. 12. to the end. and 1 Cor. 
xv. 45, to 50. Ee received her life from 
Adam, as the church from Chriſt. She was 
taken out of the ſide of Adam when he was 


the ſacraments of water and blood flowed 
dut of his ſide, that is, baptiſm wherehy 
ve are borm i into Chriſt, and the facrament 


vs ha 24 * Pd * ; 


1's I 
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of his blood, whereby, We are ecke into 
erexng) lifes tt 21105 pm Aid y | 
(2.) ee carried up bodily. into 
heaven; as Elijah. One under the patri- 
archal, the other under the legal diſpenſa- 
tion. In both, the aſcenſion of een 
peſigured. . mn 1 r rfl 45821 | 
41: Noah, Aj or, of une to 
the old world, and father of the new. Who 
ſaved the church. by. water, the like. figure 
whereunto eyen baptiſm doth, alſo now laye 
us, 1 Pet. iii. al. 5; 
71 (A.) Melchiſedec, that i * King 100 Rede 
| - -ouſheſs, and King of Peace, and Prieſt of 
the moſt High God; who was made, like 
unto the Son of God, a prieſt continually. 
-Hleh wi, 1, 2 J 1 fe! 1 16 23 
(.] Abraham, the friend of God, and 


| Father of the Faithful, the heir of the. world, a 
| Rom. iv. 13. In whom all the nations of 
tthe earth are bleſſed. Gen. xviii. 18. 44,1 

C 6.) Iſaac, the heir of this promiſe, was 
wborm aſter his father induniahen mere both 
. paſt the age of generation in the courſe f 
| nature, Gen. xvii. L743 Wk. hi. Romy iv. 
| 109. Heb. xi. 11, 12, The neareſt type that 


; could 


1 
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could be to the ea Chriſt "wholly 
without a man. 
And his ſacrifice had a very near reſem- 


blance to the ſacrifice and death of Chrift, 


who! lay three days in the grave, and Iſaac 


was three days a dead man (as we ſay in the 


Law) under the fentence of death, Gen. 
Ain 42 whence Abraham received hi m in 


a figure, Heb. xi. 19, that is, of the re- 


urrection of Chriſt. And Abraham Was 
commanded to go three days j journey to fac 
crifice Iſaac upon the ſame mountain (ac- | 
cording to the ancients): where Chriſt was 
crucified, and where Adam was buried. 5 
Again, 'the common epither of Chriſt, i. e. 
«© The only begotten of the Father, and bis 


ee beloved Son,” were both given to Iſaac, 
Gen. xxii. 2. Heb. xi. 17. For he was the 

only fon that was begotten in that mira 
culous manner, after both his parents were 


decayed by nature. And he was the only 


ſon of the promiſe,” which was not made to 
the ſeed of Abraham in general; but *in 
A Iſaae ſhall thy ſeed be called, Gen xi. 
Tb. i He lich not. And to ſeeds, as of 


e198 511 5 SOD & 25 | | 1 * Lol 
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many, but as of one, And to thy ſeed, 
Which is Chriſt,” Gal. r 
Aud as Iſaac, which ſignifies rejoicing, or 
laughing for joy, was thus the only begotten. 
of his parents, ſo Abram ſignifies the glo- 
rious father, and Abraham (into which his 
name was changed on the promiſe of Iſaac; 
Gen. xvii. 5, 16.) ſignifies the father of a 
multitude, to expreſs the coming in of the 
' Gentiles, to Chriſt, and the increaſe; of the 
Goſpel; whence it is there ſaid to Abraham, 
A father of many nations have I made 
«© thee, and, in thy ſeed all the nations of 4 
«© the. earth ſhall'be bleſſed.” 7 
Iſaac vho was born by 380 of _ 
woman, repreſented the Chriſtian church, 
in oppoſition to Iſhmael who was born after 
the fleſh, of a bond-maid, and ſignified the 
Jewiſh church under the Law. See this 
allegory. carried on, Gal. iv. 21, to the end. 
(J.) Jacob his Viſion of the Ladder (Gen, 
Rane BY 12.) ſhews the intercourſe which was 
opened by Chriſt betwixt heaven and earth, 
dy his making peace: and to this he alludes 
when Non ſays, *Hegeaſter, you: ſhall. ſec 
Ma og 4 | + heaven 


ceſſion of Chriſt ;- whereby (as he words it, 
Matt. xi. 12.) © heaven ſuffereth violence, 

* and the violent take it by force,” Whence 
the name of Jacob was then turned to Ifrael, 
that is, one who prevails opon God, or has 
power oV r him; God repreſenting himſelf : 
here as overcome by us: and the name of 
Irael was ever after given to the church. 


e the Baptiſt until now, the kingdom of 
from the firſt promulgation of Chriſt being 


come. Thenceforward the Gentiles began 
to preſs into the Goſpel, and as by fotce to 


"for the Gentiles here wn their elder 
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1 heaven open, and the angels of God 
*« aſcending and deſcending UNO the: 19 80 
c of Man.“ John kB; v 1055174 

And Jacob's wreſtling with the FEY 
(Gen. xxxii. 24, &c. Hof. xii. 4.) and as it 
were prevailing over him by force to bleſs =_ 
him, ſhews the ſtrong and powerful inter- 1 15 


But much more ſo when Chriſt came, as he 
ſaid, Matt. xi. 12. From the days of John 


. 


cc heaven ſuffereth violence, & c. that is, | 


take it from the Jews. This was ſignified 
in the name Jacob, that is, a ſupplanter, 


wo: | 


Lt 
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brother the Jews, and ſtole the- bas nd 
heirſhip from them. 
(8.) Joſeph was ſold by- his 1 out 
of envy; but it proved the preſeryation of | 


them and/'all their families: and Chriſt was | 
ſold by his brethren out of envy. Mark xv. 
10. which proved the means of their re- 7 

demption: and Chriſt, as Joſeph, became . 

A over his brethren. - - 


(9.) Moſes: calls Chriſt a Prophet like 0 
unto himſelf. Deut. xviii. 18. He repre- 
ſented Chriſt the great Lawgiver F and his 


delivering Iſrael out of Egypt, was a type . 
of Chriſt's delivering his Church from the 1 
bondage of fin and hell. 1 
(10. ) Joſhua, called alſo Jeſlia, Heb. iv. 1 
8. overcame all the enemies of Iſrael, and h; 


gave them poſſeſſion of the Holy Land, u 
which was a type of heaven: and Chriſt ap- 
peared to Joſhua, as Captain of the Hoſt of 
the Lord. Joſ. v. 14. So that Joſhua, was 
wer Lieutenant repreſenting 11 
(11.) Sampſon, who by his ſingle valour of 

| N his own, ſtrength overcame the Phi- 


1 liftines, and flew more at his ern than in pe 
1511491 Ml N 
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all his life, was a repreſentation? of Chriſt, 
who .*.trod the wine-preſs alone, and of the 
«, peopleithere was none with him, but his 
© own arm! brought him ſalvation.” Iſa. 
lxiii. 3, 5. But his death compleated his 
victory, whereby he overcame all the power 
of the enemy, and having ſpoiled prin- 
c cĩpalities and powers, he made a ſhew of 


them openly, een deR in 
« his croſs.” Col. ii. 15. | 14.3 


1(T2.)) David, whoſe Son Chriſt i is called: 


ſpeaks frequently of him in his on perſon, 
and in events which cannot be applied to 


David, as Pſal: xvi. 10. Fhou wilt not 
« leave my ſoul in hell, nor ſuffer thine 
% holy one to ſee corruption; for David 
has ſeen corruption. Chriſt is faid to ſit 


upon the throne of David. Ifai. ix. 7. And 
Chriſt is called by the: name of David, Hoſ. | 
| . {and frequently in the Prophets. | 


David from a ſhepherd became a King 
and a Prophet, denoting the threefold office 
* Chriſt, paſtoral, regal, and prophetical. 

(13.) Solomon, the wiſeſt of men, his 
praceable and magnificent reign, ys oak . 
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| ſented the triumphal ſtate of Chriſt's king- 
dom, which is deſcribed, Pſal. 1xxii. in- 
ſcribed for Solomon, (there called the 
King's ſon) but far exceeding the glory of 
his reign, or what can poſſibly be applied 
to him, as ver. 5, 8, 11, 17. But his reign 
came the neareſt of any to that univerſal and 
glorious reign there deſcribed, particularly 
n his being choſen to build the temple, be- 
cauſe he was a man of peace, and had ſned 
no blood, like David his father, who con- 
quered the enemies of Iſrael, but Solomon 
Built the Church in full peace; and as it is 
particularly fet down, 1 Kings, vi. 7. and 
no doubt he was ordered by God ſo to do, 
That the houſe when it was building, was 
« built of ſtone made ready before it was 
er brought thither: ſo that there was nei- 
ther hammer nor ax, nor any tool of iron 
heard in the houſe while it was in build- 
* ing. Which did denote that the Church 
of Chriſt was to be built, not only in peace, 
bur without noiſe or confuſion, as Iſaiah 
ptophbeeied of him, chap. xlii. 2. He 
* — not cry. nor lift up, nor cauſe his 


c 8 voce 


ar 
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voice to be heard in the ſteeet: a bruiſed 
tc reed ſhall he not break, &c. He was not 


> to conquer with the ſword, as the Iſraelites 

f ſubdued Canaan, but to overcome by meek- 

1 | neſs, and doing good to his enemies, and 5 
n patiently ſuffering all injuries from them. 

3 | And © be taught his followers, as St. Paul 

y ſays, 2 Tim. it. 24. The ſervint of the 

— 1 Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 

d | © untoall men, In meekneſs, inſtruct» 

- | *© ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, & M. 

n And I cannot think but there was fab: 

is imitation of this peaceable temple of Solo- 

d mon, in the temple of Janus among the 

o, Romans; for that was never to be ſhut but 

as in time of peace; which happened rarely 

as | among them, but three times in all theit 

i- | hiſtory. The laſt was in the reign of Au- 

0 | gvuſtus, in which time Chriſt came into the 

J- | world, when there was a profound and uni- 0 


ch | verſal peace: and ſo it became the Prince of 
e, | Peace, whoſe birth was thus proclaimed by 
ah | the Angels, Luke ii. 14. Glory to God 
Je | © on high, and on earth peace, good-will 
nig N $a men.“ But to g οο,] x wine 
ce oO I. (5 
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4 14.) Jonah- $ being three days and nights 
in the belly of the whale, was a ſign, of 
Chriſt's being ſo long in the heart of the 
earth. Chriſt himielk nen the alluſion. 
Matt. Mitac +11. 4 F 

- 15.) Bat as hare? were ant +96 
at ſeveral times, repreſenting and prefigur- 
ing ſeveral particulars of the life and death 
of Chriſt: ſo. there was one ſtanding and 
continual repreſentation of him appointed 


in the Perſon of the High-Prieſt under the 


Law; who, entering into the holy of holies 
once a year, with the blood of the great 


expiatory ſacrifice, and he only, to make 


atonement for fin, did lively repreſent our 


for all, with all his own blood, to expiatęe 
the ſins of the whole world. This is largely 


__ vii. viii. ix. Xx. 

And our deliverance by 8 r of Chriſt 
is repreſented, as as in a picture, in that ordi- 
nance of the Law, that the man-ſlayer, who 
fled to one of the cities of refuge, (which 


| were all of the depth Leyites) ſhould nor 
| | | come 


«as 


great High-Prieſt entering into heaven, once 


inſiſted upon in the ten to the Hebrews, = 


3 
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come out thence till the death of the High- 
Prieſt, and no ſatisfaction be taken till then, 


and then he ſhould be acquitted and © re- 


« turn into the land of his Pünder 
Num. xxxv. 6, 25, 26, 27, As =! 16 
And I doubt not but the Gentiles had 


from hence their aſyla or n of N 


for criminalss. 
(.) Dr. There is a reſtunblanies; in theſe 


things; but 1 would not have admitted them 


as a proof, if you had not ſupported them, 


at leaſt moſt of them, with the authority of 
the New Teſtament. And it was not neceſ- 


ſary that every one ſhould be named in it; 
for thoſe that are named are only occaſion- 


ally; and I muſt take time to conſider of the 
evidences you have brought for the autho- 


rity of the New Teſtament, which you have 


made full as great, if not greater, 1 


evidences for the Old Teſtament. 5 


Cu. I may ſay greater upon this brad 
f off #Proplitelon and Types, becauſe theſe are 


no proofs till they are fulfilled ; though then 


they prove the truth of theſe Prophecies 
and Types; and ſo the one confirms the 


F. 3 other: 
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other: but the whole evidence of the Law 
is not made apparent till we fee it fulfilled 
in the Goſpel, For which reaſon J call the 


Goſpel the ſtrongeſt proof, not only as to 
itſelf, but likewiſe as to the Law; and the 


Jews, as much as in them lies, have inva- 
lidated this ſtrongeſt proof for the Old Teſ- 


rament, which is the fulfilling of it in the 
New. Nay, they have rendered theſe 


Prophecies falſe, which, they ſay, were not 
_. fulfilled at the time they ſpake of, and ne- 


ver now can be fulfilled. And as no. fact 
but that of our Chriſt . alone ever had this 


evidence of Prephecies and Types from the 
beginning, ſo never can any other fact have 
it now while the world laſts. | 

- (2.) De. Why do you ſay, 8 can 
1250 it? For may not God make what fact 
he ye, and give it what evidence he 


| Und. But it + have the ds 


that the fact of Chriſt has, unleſs at that 
diſtance of time hereafter, as from the be- 


ginning of the world to this day. Becauſe 
God took care that the evidence of Chriſt 


* 


— 


® 14 


1 a W 


The Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. #93 


ſhould commence from the very beginning, 


in the Promiſe of him made to Adam, and 
to be renewed by the Prophets in all the 
after-ages till he\ſhould come: and the evi- 


dence of him after his coming (in which. I 


have inſtanced) and which continues to this 
day, before it can belong to any other, muſt 
have the ſame compaſs of time that has gone 


to confirm this evidence, elſe it has not he 


om: evidence. |. > 


vu 


13. ) Ds. By this argument the evidence g 
grows ſtronger the longer it continues, ſince 


you ſay, that the Prophecies of the Scrip- 


tures reach to the end of the world, and ſo 


will he * and further e ad 
fl. This is caiidraey to what: one ofa your 
doctors has lately advanced, who pretends 


to calculate the age of evidengas® * That in 


ſuch a time they decay, and in ſuch a time 


muſt die. And that the evidence of Chriſ- | 
tianity having laſted ſo. long, is upon the 
decay, and muſt wear out ſoon, if not ogy 


| (by ſome freſh and new evidence. 


* cat Theologiæ Chriſtiane Principia Mathematica. 
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4 104 The Truth of Chriſtianity uemonſt rated. | 
Cu. This may be true asto fables which 
dave no foundation: butlis that Prophecy 1 
mentioned to you of the diſperſion and! yet 
wonderful preſervation of the. Jews, leſs evi - 
dent to you, en it was me de ſo long 
wo” AW? )) 
De. No. It is dl: more en for 
ec If I had lived at the time hen choſe 
Prophecies were made, I fancy 1 ond not 
have believed one word of them; but wons 
dered at the aſſurance of thoſe who ventured 
to foretel ſuch eee avg almoſt. g 
nc things. aft}: ads 28d) wat wo 
And I ſhould have thought the ſame of 
what you have. told me of your Chtiſt, fore 
telling the progreſs of his Goſpel, at the Hrſt 
ſo very ſlender appearance of it, and byiſuch 
weak and improbable means, as only, ſaffers 
ing and dying for it, which to me would 
have ſeemed: perſect” be giving 
W the cauſGJ. 
I thould: hayerldwugh 61 nern Yay 01 | 
Abe) who propheſy of things after heit 
time, · that they mw not be Eonttac icted 
| *I hile fer lived. . MO aidofeod TD nit 
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But my ſeeing ſo much of theſe Prophe- 


cies concerning the Jews, and the progreſs. 


of the Goſpel, come to pafs fo long. time 
after, is the only thing that makes me lay 
ſtreſs upon them, and. which. makes LENS 


ſeem wonderful to me. - 


Cur. When the Prophecies ſhall all be 
fully compleated at the end of the world, 
they will then ſeem ſtrongeſt of all; they 


wall then be undeniable ; when Chriſt ſhall 


viſibly deſcend from heaven (in the ſame 
manner as he aſcended) to execute both. 


what he has promiſed and threatened, And 


in the mean time, the Prophecies loſe none 

of their force, but their evidence encreaſes, 
as © the light ſhineth more and more unto, 

1 the Perfect day.” 2 


(VII. ) Dx. I bie you have made f no 


uſe of that common topic of the truth and 
ſincerity of the pen-men of the Scriptures, 


and what intereſt they could have in ſetting. 
up thele things if they had been falfe; a 
this can amount, at moſt, but to a probabi- 
hpi and you having W thoſe evi- 
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106 The Tynib of Chriflianity demonſtrated. 
dences which you think infallible, it might 
feem a leſſening of your proof to inſiſt upon 
bare probabilities ; fo that I ſuppoſe you 
give that up. | 
"FJ No, Six, I give it not up, though I 
have not made it the chief foundation of my 
argument; and if it were but a probability, 
it wants not its force, for it is thought un- 
reaſonable to deny a flagrant probability, 
where there is not as ſtrong a probability 
on the other ſide, for then that makes a 
doubt: but otherwiſe, men generally are 
ſatisfied with probabilities, for that is the 
greateſt part of our knowledge. If we will 
believe nothing but what carries an infal- 
lible demonſtration along with it, we muſt 
be ſceptics in moſt things in the world; and 
ſuch were neyer thought the wiſeſt men. 
Blut beſides, a probability may be ſooner 

diſcerned by ſome than the infallibility of a 
demonſtration; therefore we muſt not lay 
afide probabilities. | | 
But in this cafe, I think thats is an 1 infal.. 


lible allurance, 3 as infallible as the ſenſes of 
all 
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all mankind; and I rn you will nat aſk 
granting; Wee” 

- (2.) DR. How can you ſay chat? When 
the ſuffering of afflictions, and death itſelF, 
is but a probability of the truth of what is 
told us: becauſe ſome have ſuffered death 
for errors. 75 

Cn. But then thay. . ben tun 
and men may be deceived. in their judg- 
ments, we ſee many examples of it. But 
if the facts related be ſuch, as that it is im- 
poſſible for thoſe who tell them to be im- 
poſed upon themſelves, or for thoſe to whom 
they are told to believe them, if not true, 
without ſuppoſing an univerſal deception of 
the ſenſes of mankind, then 1 hope I have 
brought the caſe up to that infallible de- 
——_— I promiſed: and this is the caſe 

of the facts related in Holy: 'Scripture: 
They were told by thoſe who ſaw them, 
and did them, and they were told, to thoſe 
who ſaw them likewiſe themſelves: and the 
relators appealed to this: ſo that here could 
be no Gears {113 | Cos 16] HA «It 170 3 FP 
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Dx. I grant there is à great difference 
between errors in opinion, and in fact; and 
that ſuch facts as are told of Moſes and of 
Chriſt, could not have paſſed upon the 
people then alive, and who were ſaid to 
have ſeen them. And i find that both Mo- 
ſes, Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, did appeal 
to what the people v poke u had Teen 
l „ 741 hs 157 Jah 1d. Ki ein. Ens 
Cnr. With this e 3 pa- 
oh tient ſuffering, even unto death, for the 
truth of what they taught, will dan full de- 
monſtrat ion of che truth of it. Og aeg 
(3. ) Add to this, that their enemies who 
ee them, the Romans, as well as 
Jews, to whom they appealed as witneſſes 
of the facts, did not offer to deny thgem. 
That none of the apoſtatęs from Chriſ- 
am did attempt to detect any falſhoed in 
the facts; though they might have had great 
rewards if they could have done it; the 
Roman emperors being then perſecutors of 
Chriſtianity, and for three hundred years 


atter Chriſt. And Julian the emperor, af- 


terwards turned apoſtate, who had been ini- 
3 . tiated 
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tiated in the ſacra of Chriſtianity, yet could 
not he detect any of the facts π yãĩ 4. 

(4. ) And it was a particular Providence 
ene n evidence of Chriſtianity, that 
all the civil governments in the world, were 
againſt it for the firſt three hundred years, 


your Amintor) that the awe of the civil ga- 


vernment might hinder thoſe, rho; Rania 
mate the detection. Tf 
Now, Sir, to n all chat u we {hana aid, 
1 deſire you would compare; theſe evidences 
F have brought for Chriſtianity, with thoſe 
that are pleaded for any other religion. 13 
There are but four in the world, viz. 
Ser Judaiſm, Heatheniſm, and 
Mahometaniſm. nl u nd onus but 


(I.) Chriſtianity was abe Hrſts fob lam a 
the firſt promiſe of Chriſt made to Adam 


during the patriarchal and legal diſpenſa- 
tions, all; was ANON, t ype⸗ nah ue 
Hewes, x 2 Fre, 72 


, . 


And as 8 3 Wan an ha Don 
can give no evidence, for. that, which will 
not equally eſtabliſh the truth of Chriſt and 
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the Goſpel, Nor can they diſprove the facts 
of Chriſt by any topic, which will not like- 
wife diſprove-all thoſe of Moſes. and the 
Prophets. So that they are hedged in on 
every ſide: they muſt either renounce * 
en. or acknowledge Chriſt. In 

' Moſes and the Law have inks firſt five 


evidences, but they have not the fixth and 


the ſeventh, which are the ſtrongeſt. _ 
This is as to Judaiſm before Chriſt came; 


but fince, as it now ſtands in oppoſition to 


Chriſtianity, in favour of any future Meſ- 


ſiah, it has none of the evidences at all. On 


the contrary, their own prophecies and 
types make againſt them, for their prophe- 
cies are fulfilled, and their types are ceaſed, 


and cannot belong to any other Meſſiah who 


ſhould: come hereafter. They ſtand now 


more naked than the Heathens « or che Maho- 


metans. 


(2.) Next for Heatheniſm, trhs of he | 


facts recorded of their gods have the firſt 
and ſecond evidences, and ſome the third, 


but not one of them the fourth, or any of 


the other evidences. A eee sen 


But 


C3 x PYY — —— 


oh © ode hesd 
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But truly and properly ſpeaking, and if 
we will take the opinion of the heathens 
themſelves, they were no facts at all, but 
mythological fables, invented to- expreſs 
ſome moral virtues or vices, ot the hiſtory 
of nature, and power of the elements, 

c&c. As likewiſe to turn great part of the 
Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament into fable, 
and make it their own, for they diſdained to 
borrow from the Jews. They made gods 
of men, and the moſt vicious too: inſomuch 
that ſome of their wiſe men thought it a+ 
corruption of youth, to read the hiſtory of 
their gods, whom they repreſented as noto- 

rious liars, thieves, adulterers, &c. though 
3 they had ſome mythology hid under all that. 
2 And as men were their gods, ſo they made 
the firſt man to be father of the gods, and 
called him Saturn, not begot by any man, but 
the ſon of Cœlus and Veſta, that is, of heaven 
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4 and earth. And his maiming his father with 

t | a ſteel ſeythe, was to ſhew how heaven itfelf is 

5 | impaired by time, whom they painted with 
wings and a ſcythe mowing down all things. 
And Saturn eating up his own children, was 

Js 


Es only. 


112 The Truth of Chriftianily demorfrated. 


10 expreſs how time devours all its own pro- 


2 — Jn» xv 2 wa - _ 
"7 
— 


4 


ductions; and his being depoſed by Jupiter 


his ſon, ſhews, that time which wears away 

all other things, is worn away itſelf at laſt. 
Several of the heathen authors have given 

us the mytholo,:y of their sede, with which | 


IL will not detain you. 


They expreſſed every thing, a 0 Vorſhip- 


ped every thing under the name of a god, 
as the god of fleep, of. muſic, of eloquence, 


| of hunting, drinking, love, war, &c. They 
had above thirty thouſand of them; and in 


what they told of them, and as they de- 


ſcribed them, they. often traced the ſacred 


r- | - 


Ovid begins his. eee with a 


perfect poet ical verſion of the beginning of 
Geneſis : : Ante Mare & T, ellus—Then goes 


on with. the hiſtory of the creation; the for- 


mation of man out of the duſt of the earth, 
and his being made after the, i image of God, 


and to have dominion over the inferior crea- 


N tures. Then he tells of the general corrup- 
tion, and the giants before the flood, when 


the carth was 7 with violence; for which 
all 


. 


The Trath of Chriftianily demonfratid. 213 
all mankind, with the beaſts, and the fowl, 
wore deſtroyed hy the univerſal deluge, except 
only Deucalion and Pyrrha his, wife, who 
were ſaved im a boat, which landed them 


on the top of Mount Parnaſſus; and that 
from theſe two the whole earth was re- peo- 
pled. I think it will be needleſs to detain 


the reader with an application of this to the 


hiſts ry of the creation ſet down by Moſes, f 


of the flood, and tlie ark wherein Noah 


e ni en 31907 Dis 
And dend was Plainiy intended likewiſe 
inltheir God Janus, withhis: two; ; faces, one 


old, looking backward: to the old world that ; 


was deſtroyed; thelother':y6ung, looking 
; de vb new world that was einn, 
| from him. 560 % e 7 W of ances 
v Sothat even their tu rning the ſaored hiſ- 
tory into fable, i is a confirmation of it. And 
theres can be no compariſon betwikt: the 
truths of the facts ſocatteſted; as I have 
8 abet gg fables that were NONE from 
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#4 3.) Laſtly, as to the Mahometan reli- 
Haſs it wants all the evidences! we have 
mentioned, for there was.no miracle ſaid to 
be done by Mahomet, publicly and in the 
face of the world, but that only of conquer- 
ing with the ſword. Who ſaw his Meſra, 
or Journey from Mecca to Jeruſalem, and 
thence to heaven in one night, and back in 
was preſent and heard the converſation the 
moon had with him in his cave? It is not 
ſaid there was any witneſs. And the Alco- 
ran, d. vi. excuſes his not working any 
miracles to prove his miſſion. They ſay 
that Moſes and Chriſt came to ſhew the 
clemency and goodneſs of God, to which 
miracles were neceſſary: but that Mahomet 
came to ſhew the power of God, to which 
no e was. needful but __ of the 
| _. | 
, And his . is a ae ee of 
auff, without head or tail, one would think 
vrote by a mad man, with ridiculous titles, 
as the chapter of the Cow, of the Spider, 
Kc. 8 N ALA þ 


— 


* 
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And their legends are nuch more ſenſeleſs 
than thoſe of the Papiſts ; as of an angel, the 
diſtance betwixt whoſe two hands is ſeventy 
thouſand days journey. Of a cow's head 
with horns which have forty thouſand knots, 
and forty days journey betwixt each knot: 
and others which have ſeventy mouths, 
and every mouth ſeventy tongues, and each 
tongue praiſes God ſeventy times a day, in 
ſeventy different idioms. And of wax can- 
dles before the throne of God, which are 
fifty years journey from one end to the other, 
The Alcoran ſays, the earth was created in 
two days, and is ſupported by an ox which 
ſtands under it, upon a white ſtone, with 
his head to the caſt, and his tail to the weſt, 
having forty horns, and as great a diſtance 
betwixt every horn as a man could walk in 
a thouſand years time. | | 
Then their deſcription of heaven, i in a full ” 

enjoyment of wine, women, and other like 
| W ſenſual pleaſures. | TY 
(.̃ 2.) When you r this ankles our 
Holy Scriptures, you will need no argu- 
ment to make you ſee the difference. The 
- %%ͤͤͥͥ 0 Hea- 55 


116 The Truth of Chriftianity demonflrated. 
Heathen orators have admired the' ſublime 
of the ſtyle of our Scriptures ; no writing 
in the world comes near it, even with all 
the diſadvantage of our tranſlation,” which, 
| being obliged to be literal, muſt loſe much 
| of the beauty of it. The plainneſs and ſuc- 
einctnefs of the hiſtorical part, the melody 
of the Pſalms, the inſtruction of the Pro- 
verbs, the majeſty of the Prophets, and; 
above all, that eaſy ſweetneſs in the New 
| "Toſtiriient; where the glory of heaven is ſet 
forth in à grave” and moving expreſſion, 
which'yet reaches not/thecheight of the ſub= 
ject; not like the flights of rhetoric, which 
ſet out ſmall matters in great words. But 
the Holy Scriptures touch the heart, raiſe. 
* | expeRation, confirm our hope, ſtrengthen 
our faith, give peace of conſcience, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, which is inexpreſſible. 
All which you will experience when you 
once come to believe; you will then bring | 
: forth theſe fruits of the Spirit, when you f 
receive the word with pure affection,'s as we | 
ra in ame Sei dn = 
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(3. ) But, Sir, if there is truth in the 


Alcoran, then the Holy Seriptures are the 


Word of God, for the Alcoran ſays ſo, and 


that it was ſent to confirm them, even the 
Scriptures of both the Old and New Teſta- 


ment; andi it expreſsly owns our Jeſus to 


„ 


be the Meſſiah. At the end of the fourth 
chapter it has theſe words: ** The Meſſi ah, 


Jeſus, the ſon of Mary, is a prophet, and 
an angel af. God, his Word and his Spirit, | 
which. he ſent to Mary.” i But it gives him 
not the name of Son of God, for this wiſe 
reaſon, chap. vi. How ſhall, God have a 
ſon, who hath - no wives TN Vet it owns 
Jeſus to be born of a pure virgin, without a 


man, by the operation of t the Spirit of God. 

And in the ſame chapter this Mahomet ac- 
knowledges his own. ignorance, and ſays, © 1 
told you not that I had in my power all the 


treaſures of God, neither that. I had know- 
ledge of the future and paſt, nor do affirm 
that I am an angel, 1 only act what hath 
been inſpired into me; is the blind like 
| him that ſeeth r 855 And after toys, 8 
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I am not your tutor, every thing hath its 


time, you, ſhall hereafter e the 
truth. 8 


ry * 
A ; 


This is putting off, and bidding them 
expect ſome other after Mabomet. But 
our Jeſus faid, He was our Tutor and 


Teacher, and that there was none to come 


after him. Mahomet ſaid he was no angel, 
but that Jeſus was an angel of God. But 
when God bringeth Jefus into the world, he 
faith, © Let all the angels of God worſhip 


= him.” Heb. i. 6. And he made him 


Lord of all the angels. Mahomet knew 


not what was paſt or to come; but our Jeſus 


knew all things, and what was in the heart 
of every man, John ii. 24, 25; which none 


can do, but God only, 1 Kings viii. 39. and 


foretold things to come to the end of the 
world. Mahomet had not all the treaſures 
of God; but in Jeſus ate hid * all the trea- 
i fures of wiſdom and knowledge. For in 
« him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God 
head bodily. Co i. J. % 58 
Again, Mahomet She ent Hife the 


Meſh, or the Word, or Spirit of God, yet 


all theſe SEN he ou to our Jeſus. 
There 1 


JJC! 0.08 VEE WOOD tO 


1 


Mahomet's father was a Heathen, his mo- 
ther a Jeweſs, and his tutor was Sergius the 
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There were prophecies of Jeſus which we 
N ſeen: Were there any of Mahomet? 
None; except of the * falſe Chriſts and 
« falſe Prophets, which Jeſus told ſhould 


come after him, and bid us beware of ei 


for that they ſhould deceive many. 

(A.) Dr. But if Mahomet gave ds hi 
Prefbreste to Chriſt in every thing; and ſaid 
that his Alcoran was only a confirmation of 
the Goſpel; how came he to ſet it up againſt 

the Goſpel, and to reckon the p ; 


among: the 'unbelievers 2? on 


Cu. No otherwiſe thun as ber Wetetibe 
did, who called themſelves the only true 
Chriſtians, and invented new interpreta- 
tions of the Scriptures. The Socinians now 
charge whole Chriſtianity with apoſtacy, 
idolatry, and polytheiſm: and the Alcoran 
is but a ſyſtem of the old Arianiſm, ill di- 


geſted and worſe put together, with a mix- 


ture of ſome Heatheniſm and Judaiſm; for 


Monk, a Neſtorian; which ſect was a branch 
1 Arkaaifm: theſe n. mixed made up 
1 the 


CN 
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_ . the farrago of the Alcoran: but the prevail- 


ing part was Arianiſm; and where that 


ſpread itſelf in the eaſt; there Mahometaniſm 


ſucceeded, : and ſprung out of it, to let all 


Chriſtians ſee; the horror of:-that, hereſy | 


And our Socinians now among us, Who,call 


themſelves, Initarians ara much more Ma- 


hometans than Chriſtianz. F dr except ſome 
perſonal things as ta Mahomet, they agree 


almoſt wholly in his doctrine; and as ſuch 


addreſſed themſelves to the Morocco am- 


baſſador here in the reign of King Charles 


II. as you may ſeq in the Preface-to my Dia- 
logues againſt the Socinians, printed in, the 
year 4708: Nor do they ſpeak, more ho- 


nourably of Chriſt and the Holy Scriptures 
than the Alcoran does: and there is no error 
concerning Chriſt in the Alcoran but What 


Vas hroached before by the heretics of Chriſ- 


tianity; as that Chriſt did not. ſuffer really 


but in appearance only, or that, ſome other 


1 was crucified in his ſtead, but he taken up 


into heaven, as the Alcoran ſpeack«s. 


So that in ſtrictneſs, 1; ſhould/not (have 
1-48 one of the: four 


reckoned Mahometani 


reli- 


t 
11 
· 
h 
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religions in the world, but as one of the 
hereſies of Chriſtianity. But becauſe of its 
great name, and its having ſpread ſo far in 
the world, by the conqueſts of Mahomet 
and his followers, and that it is vulgarly 
underſtood to be a diſtinct religion by itſelf, 


therefore I have conſidered it as ſuch. 


And as to your concern in the matter, 
you ſee plainly, that the Alcoran comes in 
atteſtation and confirmation of the ts. el: 


Chrift, and of the Holy Scriptures. 995 
Dx. I am not come yet ſo far as to enter 


into the diſputes of the ſeveral ſects of 
Chriſtianity, but as to the fact of Chriſt 
and of the Scriptures in general, Mahomet- 


— 


aniſm I ſee does rather confirm than oppoſe 


— 


- * N . 
- „ = 
Its a : W <4 n 7 S 


Cur. What then do you think of Juda- 
q 156 as it now ſtands i in W to e | 
tignitĩ; 1 open or; lt 
' Ds. Not only a as 8 any evidence, - 
the time propheſied of for the coming of 
the Meſſiah being long ſince paſt: but all 
their former evidences turn directly againſt 
them, and againſt. any Meſſiah Who ever 


e ſhould come. As that the wer 5 


* 4 * 
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ſhould not depart from Judah; that he 
ſhould come into the ſecond temple; that 
the ſacrifices ſhould ceaſe ſoon after his 
death; that David ſhould never. want a ſon 
to fit upon his throne; that they ſhould: be 
many days without a king, and without a 
prince, and without a ſacrifice, &c. which 
they do not ſuppoſe ever will be the caſe 
after their Meſſiah is come. So that they 


| are witneſſes againſt themſelves. | 
Cnr. And what. do you think of the 
"ſtories of the Heathen gods? as fn ; 


Be. I believe them no more than all the 
ſtories in Ovid's Metamorphoſes. Nor did 
the wiſer Heathens believe them, only ſuch. 

ſilly people as ſuck in all the Popith legends | 
dots gg examining. 
And to tell you the truth, I thought the 

* . of all your ſtories i in the Bible; but I 

- will take time to examine thoſe 9 you 

r mee. 

For we Deiſts by not hte: * 

| [Chriſtiabiiey, in behalf of any other religion 


_ * of the Jews, or Heathens, or Mahometans, 
all which pretend to revelation; but we are 
>a all 1 and go only upon 
. 


n TR ᷑ ½2kü—nm . 4  _— _ 
——_— ————_— 
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bare nature, 8 what our own -realon a | 
bryan KL F | 

(T.) Cur, Wuat n — e it die- 
tates to all, at leaſt to the moſt and the ge- 
nerality of mankind ;. and if we meaſure by 


Chis, then it will appear a natural notion, 


that there is neceſſity of revelation in reli 
gion: and herein you have all the world 
againſt you from the very beginning. And 


Vill you plead nature againſt all theſe? 


De. The notion came down from one to 


: another, from the SIGs] we know not 


"us V2 demi it was . Mtute * the 
beginning, or elſe, it was from revelation at 
the beginning; whence the notion has de- 
ſcended through all poſterities to this day. 
(z.) And there wants no reaſon for this: 


for when man had fallen and his reaſon was 
corrupted (as we feel it upon us to this day, 


as ſenſibly as the diſeaſes and infirmities of 
the body) was it not highly reaſonable that 


God ſhould give us a law and directions 


how to ſerve and worſhip-him2 Sacrifices 

do not ſeem to be any natural invention: 

for 35 e 12 away the lr of 11 - 
| G2 fellow - 


——— — —— kk 


124 The Truth of Chriſtianity demonſtrated. 
fellow creature be acceptable to God, or a 


worſhip of him? It would rather ſeem an 
offence againſt him; But as Types of the 
great and only propitiatory facrificeof Chriſt 


to come, and to keep up our faith in that, 


the inſtitution given with the revelation of 
it appears moſt rational. And that it was 
neceſſary, the great defection ſnhews, not 
only of the Heathens, but of the Jews them- 
ſelves, who, though they retained the in- 
ſtitution, yet, in a great meaſure, loſt the 

true meaning and ſignification of it; and are 
now to be brought back to it, by reminding 


them of the inſtitution and the reaſon of it. 


Plato in his Aleibiad. ii. de Precat. has 
the ſame reaſoning, and concludes, that we 


cannot know of ourſelves what petitions 


will be pleaſing to God, or what worſhip 
to give him: but that it is neceſſary a Law- 


giver ſhould be ſent from heaven to inſtruct 
us; and ſuch a one he did expect; and © O 
© how greatly do I defire to ſee that man?“ 


ſays he, and © who he is?” The primitive 


tradition of the expected Meſſiah had no 

doubt come to him, as to many others of 
the Heathens, from the Jews, and likely 
from the peruſal of their Scriptures. 


— 
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For Plato goes further, and ſays (de Leg. 
L 4.) That this Lawgiver muſt be more 
than man; fo; he obſerves, that every na- 
ture is governed by another nature that is 
ſuperior to it, as birds and beaſts by man, 
who is of a diſtinct and ſuperior. nature. So 
be infers, that this Lawgiver who was to 
teach man what man could. not know by his 
own nature, muſt be of a nature that is ſu- 
perior to man, that is, of a divine nature. 

Nay, he gives as lively a deſcription of 
the perſon, qualifications, life, and death 
of this divine man, as if he had copied the | 
liid. of Iſaiah: for he ſays, (de Repub. i. 
2.) That this juſt perſon muſt be poor and 
void of all recommendations but that of vir- 
tue alone; that a wicked world would not 
bear his inſtructions and reproof, and there- 
fore, within three or four years after he 
3 to preach, he ſhould be perſecuted, 
impriſoned, ſcourged, and at laſt put to 


death; his word is Ava $iceras, that 


is, cut in pieces, as they cut their ſacrifices. 
DE. Theſe are remarkable paſſages as you 
ant them; and Plato was. Him DUNG 
ven before Chriſt. 1% Ln SENOy; Te. 
9 55 "9 I 
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Hut I incline to think that theſe notions 
came rather from ſuch tradition as you ſpeak 
of, than from nature; and I can ſee nothing 
of nature in ſacrifices, they look more like 
Inſtitution, come that how it will. 
i (3.) Cnr. It is ſtrange that all the nations 
in the world ſhould be carried away from 
what you call nature; unleſs you will take 
refuge among the Hottentots at the Cape 
of Good Hope, hardly diſtinguiſhable from 
beaſts, to ſhew us what nature left to itſelf 
would do! and leave us all the wife and 
polite world on the fide of revelation, either 
real or pretended ; and of opinion that man- 
kind could not be without it: and my bu- 
_ fineſs now with you has been to en 
1 real from the pretended. 1 

(A.) De. By the account hey MW given, 
[Were 3 is but one religion in the world, nor 
ever was: for the Jewiſh was but Chriſ- 

tianity in type, though in time greatly cor- 
rupted: and the Heathen was a greater cor- 
ruption, and founded the fables of their 
gods upon the facts of Scripture: and the 
Mabometan you ſay is but a hereſy of n. | 
tianity. So that * is 9 RL.” 
„„ . | Cus. : 


* 
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Cnx. It is true God gave but one revela- 
tion to the world, which was that of Chriſt: 
and as that was corrupted, new revelations 


were pretended. But God has guarded his 


revelations with ſuch evidences, as it was 
not in the power of men or devils to coun- 
terfeit or contrive any thing like them. 
Some bear reſemblance in one or two fea- 
tures, in the firſt two or three evidences 


that I have produced; but as none reach the 
fourth, ſo they are all quite deſtitute of the 


leaſt pretence to the remaining four. S0 


that when yon look upon the face of divine | 


revelation, and take it altogether, it is im- 


poſſible to miſtake it for any of thoſe delu- 


fions which the devil has ſet up in imitation 
of it. And they are made to confirm it, 


becauſe all the reſemblance they. have to 
truth, is that wherein they are any ways like 
Its; but when compared with it, they ſnex 


as an ill drawn picture, half man half beaſt, 
in preſence of the beautiſul original. 
(r.) Dr. It is ſtrange, that if the caſe be 


8 plain as you have made it, the whole ; 


world is not immediately convinced. 


| Cur, If the ſeed, be never ſo nab; yet if : 


it t be ſown upon ſtones or among. thorns, it 


G + „5 


— 
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will bring forth nothing. There are hearts 
of ſtone; and others fo filled with the love 
of riches; * with the cares and pleaſures of 
this life, that they will not ſee, they have 
not a mind to knew any thing which they 
think would diſturb them in their enjoy- 
ments, or leſſen their opinion of them, for 
that would be taking away ſo much of their 
pleaſure; therefore. it is no eaſy matter to 
perſuade men to place their happineſs in 
future expectations, which is the import of 
the Goſpel. And in preſſing this, and bid- 
ding the worldly- minded abandon their be- 
loved vices, and telling the fatal conſe- 
quences of them, we muſt expect to meet 
not only with their ſcorn and contempt, but. 
their utmoſt rage and impatience, to get 
rid of us, as ſo many enemies of their luſts 
and pleaſures. This is the croſs which our 
Saviour prepared all his diſciples to bear, 
who. were to fight againſt fleſh and blood, 
and all the allurements of the world: and it 
is à greater miracle that they have had ſo 
many followers in this, than that they have 
gained to themſelves ſo many enemies. The 
world is a ſtrong man, and till a ſtronger 
than he come (that is, the ſull perſuaſion of 
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the future ſtate) he will keep poſſeſſion, And x 
this is the victory that overcometh the 5 a 
world, even our faith. But we are told alſo 
that this faith is the gift of God; for all the 
evidence in the world will not reach the 


heart, unleſs it be prepared (like. the good 


ground) to receive the doctrine that is taught. 
Till then prejudice will create obſtinacy, _ 


which will harden the heart like a rock, and 
cry, Non perſuadebis, etiamſi perſuaſeris! .I. 


will not be perſuaded, W 1 Gould, be | 


| perſuaded WE og " 
You muſt conſider widen this hen, of 1 


the many that have not yet heard of the 


Goſpel; and of thoſe that have, the far 
greater number who have not the capacity 


or opportunity to examine all the evidences 


of Chriſtianity, but take things upon truſt, 
juſt as they are taught. And how many 
others are careleſs, and Will not be at the 


pains, though they want not capacity to 
enquire into the truth? All theſe claſſes will 
include the greateſt part of mankind. The _ 
ignorant, the careleſs, the vicious, and 6 
the he the enen — the covet 5 
2 At: 110 MEMIS &. 2 TT fi . a oh 7 2 TOMS: 4 
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. ous, whoſe minds the god of this world bath 
blinded. e 
But yet in the widtt of all this Anckirietss 
God hath not left himſelf without witneſs, 
which will be apparent to every diligent and 
ſober enquirer that i is n and ere 
receive the truth. 3 
6.) Good Sir, let me uk you, though 1605 
you are of no religion, as you fay, but what 
you call natural; yet would you not think 
me very brutal, if I ſhonld deny that ever 
there was ſuch a man as Alexander, or 
C#far, or that they did ſuch things? If I 
ſhould deny all hiſtory, or that Homer, or 
Virgil, Demoſthenes, or Cicero, ever wrote 
ſuch books? 'Would-you' nor think me per- 
fectly obſtinate, ſeized with a ſpirit of con- 
tradiction, and not fit for Tia converſas 
tion? | | ; 1 7 Te 
And yet theſe things are of no conſe- 
quence to me, it is not a farthing as to e 
intereſt, whether they are true or falſe. 
Will you then think yourſelf a reaſonable 
man, if, in matters of the greateſt ĩimpor- 
= tance, even your eternal ſtate, you will not 


believe thoſe facts which have a thouſand | 
times 
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times more certain and indiſputable evi- 
dence? Were there any prophecies of Cæſar 
or Pompey? W ere there any types of them, 
or public inſtitutions appointed by a Law. 
to prefigure the great things that they ſhould. - 
do? Any perſons who went before them, to 
bear a reſemblance of theſe things, and bid 
us expect that great event? Was there a 
general expectation in the world of theit 
coming, before or at the time when they 
came? And of what conſequence was their 
coming to the world, or to after ages? No 
more than a robbery committed a thouſand 
years ago! | 'E 
Were the Greek an Roman * 

wrote by the perſons who did the facts, or 

by eye-witneſſes? And for the greater cer- 
tainty were thoſe hiſtories made the ſtanding- 


law of the country? Or were they any: more 


than our Holinſhead and Stow, c. ? 

Muſt we believe theſe, on pain of not be- g 

ing thought reaſonable men? And are we 
then unreaſonable and credulous, if we be 


lieve the facts of the Holy Bible? which = 


was the ſtanding Law of the people to whom 
"I * Aren, and wrote or dictated by thoſe 
ff.. 
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who did the facts, with public inſtitutions 
appointed by them as a perpetual law to all 
their generations; and which, if the facts 
had been falſe, could never have paſſed at 
the time when the facts were ſaid to be done: 
nor for the ſame reaſon, if that book had been 
wrote afterwards ; becauſe theſe inſtitutions 
(as circumciſion, the paſſover, baptiſm, c.) 
were as notorious facts as any; and that- 
book ſaying they commenced from the time 
that the facts were done, muſt be found to 
- be falle; whenever it was trumpt up in after 
ages, by no ſuch inſtitutions being then 
known. Not like the feaſts, games, &c. in : 
memory of the Heathen gods, which were 
appointed long after thoſe facts were ſaid to 
be done; and the like inftitutions may be | 
Appointed ro-midrrow in memory of any 
falſhood ſaid to be done a thouſand years 
ago; and ſo is no proof at all. And though 
a legend, or book of ſtories of things ſaid to 
be done many years paſt, may be palmed 
upon people, yet a book of ſtatutes cannot, 
„ which their cauſes are tried every day. 
Are there ſuch prophecies extant in any 
> profane hiſtory fo n before the facts there 
N 8  vecorded, 
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recorded, as there are in the Holy Scriprures | 
of the coming of the Meſſia ? 
Were there any types or forerunners of ths 
| Heathen Gods, or Mahom et? 
ls there the like evidence of the truth and 
ſincerity of the Greek and Roman hiſtorians, 
as of the penmen of the Holy Scriptures?” © 
Would theſe hiſtorians have ee 
lives for the truth of all they wrote??? 
Did they tell ſuch facts only, wherein it 5 
was impoſſible for themſelves to be impoſed ON 
upon, or that they ſhould impoſe upon 
others? Nothing but what themſelves had 
ſeen and heard, and they alſo 1 to whom they 
ſpoke? | 
RI they expert rocking but pertbrseisg 85 
and death for what they related? And were 
they bidden to bear i it patiently without re- 
ſiſtance? Was this the caſe of the diſciples 
of Mahomet, who were required to pe cat : 
bs and conquer with the ſword? 75 bo > 
| Didany religion ever overcome by fuſſer- Ky 
ing but the Chriſtian onl ?: 
And did any exhibit the future Hides; ad ? 
preach the NOTION. 15 nay n like the 
CRT FFF 
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Dr. Thar is the reaſon it has prevailed ſo 
| little. And yet, conſidering this, i it is e 


it has prevailed ſo much, 
7.) But there is cine. thing yet W K 


wherein I would be glad to have your opi- 


nion, becauſe I find your, Divines differ 


about it; and that is, how we ſhall know to 
| diſtinguiſh betwixt true and falſe miracles. 

| And this is neceſſary to the ſubject. we 
are upon. For the force of the facts you 
allege ends all in this, that ſuch miraculous 
facts are a ſufficient atteſtation of ſuch per- 
ſons being ſent of God; and conſequently, 
that we are to believe the doctrine which. 


they taught. 


You know we Deiſts Seng a any ſuch > 
as miracles, but reduce all to nature; yet 1 


confeſs, if 1 had ſeen ſuch miracles as are 


recorded of Moſes and of Chriſt, it would 
have convinced me. And for the truth of 


them we muſt refer to the evidences you 


have given. But in the mean time, if there 

is no rule whereby to diſtinguiſh. betwixt 
true and falſe miracles, there is an end of 

all the pains you have taken. For if the 


devil can work ſuch , as appear mi- 
nales 7 


: g 4 » 
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| racks me, Þ am as much perſuaded as if 
they were true miracles, and wrought by 
God. And ſo men nj be e in 
[ neg to miracles. res nn 1 300g 

The common notion wc a miracle i is 1 
exceeds the power of nature. To which 
we ſay, that we know not the utmoſt of the 
pover of nature, and conſequently cannot 
tell what exceeds it. Nor do you pretend 
to know the utmoſt of the power of ſpirits, 
whether good or evil, and how then can Wow: 
tell what exceeds their power? 

I doubt not but you would 8 
thoſe to be true miracles; which, the magi- 
cians are ſaid to have wrought in Egypt, but 
that Moſes is ſaid to bave wrought nee, 
that were ſuperior to them 165 ni ze n 

_ Cnr. Therefore if two powers commit: 
for the / ſuperiority, as here God and the 
Devil did, the beſt ifſue can be is to ſee them 
wreſtle together, and then, we ſhall ſoon 
know which is ſtrongeſt; - This was the 
caſe of Moſes and the magicians, of Chriſt, 
and the Devil. There wWas a Kruste n. N 
ann was plainly overcome 
I confeſs I know nat. oe: bauer of ſpirits, . 


| > A | nor 


* 


> 
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nor how they work upon bodies. And by 


the fame reaſon that a ſpirit can lift a ſtraw, 
he may a mountain, and the whole earth, 
for ought I know; and may do many things 
ar true miracles to me, and 


which would ap 
fo might deceive me. And all I have to 
truſt to in this caſe, is, the reſtraining power 


of God, that he will not permit the devil ſo 


to do. And were it not for this, I doubt 


not but the devil could take away my life 
in an inſtant, or ONE terrible eaſe «ng 


me, as upon Job. 


And 1 think this PP” TAY is bike 
ſtrongeſt motive in the world to keep us in 
a conſtant dependance upon God, that We 
may live in the midſt of ſuch powerful ene- 
mies as we can by no means xeſiſt of our- 


ſelves, andare in their power every minute, 
when N mall W 93648 iz e ee 


* . 


from us. N „ he 5 01 
And it is in 5 power c likewife to wii * 


ſigns and wonders to deceive us, if God per- 
mit. And herein the great power and good - 
neſs of God is manifeſt; 3 that | he has Never: | 
yet permitted the devil to work miracles in 


oppoſition to any whom he _ except 
W . here 


2 
© 
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where the remedy was-at hand, and-to ſhew ' 
his power the more, as in the caſe of e 
and the magicians, c. 

And this is further evident, dn God 
bas, at other times, and upon other occa- 
ſions, ſuffered the devil to exert his power, 
as to make fire deſcend upon Job's cattle, 
&c. But here was no cauſe of religion 
| concerned, nor any truth of God in debate. 
Dr. But your Chriſt has foretold, Matt. 
xiv. 24. that falſe. Chriſts and falſe pro- 
phets ſhall ariſe, who ſhall ſnew great ſigns 
and wonders, to deceive; if poſſible, the 

very elect. And it is ſaid, 2 Theſſ. ii. 9. 
that there ſhall be a wicked one, whoſe 
coming is after the working of Satan, with 
all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders: 
and it is ſuppoſed, Deut. xiii. 1, &c.ñ that a 
falſe prophet may give a ſign or a wonder, g 
to draw men after falſe gods. Here then 

is ſign againſt ſign; and wonder againſt 
wonder, 580 which of theſe; ſhall we b 
br HEN 13-49 ente 10669 tow e 
i: Cum The firſt no doubt. For God can» 
not contradict himſelf, nor will ſhew ſigns 
and wonders. in oppoſition! to that Law 
; which * has eſtabliſhed * ſo many ſigns 
e and 
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and wonders. Therefore, in ſuch a caſe, 


ve muſt conclude, that God has permitted 
the Devil to exert his power, as againſt 
Moſes and Chriſt, for the trial of our faith, 
and to ſhew the ſuperior power of God more 
| eminently, in ere all the ce of 
the enemy. e „ 
But, as 1 mid ae we have a more 


mare word, that is, Proof, than even theſe 


miracles exhibited to our outward ſenſes, 
Which is the word of | prophecy. Let, 
then, any. fatſe Chriſt who ſhall pretend to- 
come hereafter, ſhew ſuch a book as our 
Bible, which has been ſo long in the world 


the moſt ancient book now. extant) teſtify 
ing of him, foretelling the time, and all 


other circumſtances of his coming, with.” 
his ſufferings and death, and all theſe pro- 
phecies exactly fulfilled in him. And till 
he can do this, he cannot have that evi- 
dence which our Chriſt has, and he muſt be 
a falſe Chriſt to me, and all the ſigns that he 
an ſhew, will be but lying wonders to any 
that is TORY clus" in the Chriſtian | 
faith. * ee, 
* Bur i 0 vn aria; too ſtrong for thoſe - 
exrcleſs ones who will not be at the pains to 


_ |, enquire 


_—_ 1 


ä 


PF : 
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according to it, but are immerſed in the 


7 


enquire into the grounds of their religion, 
but take it upon truſt, as they do the 
faſhions, and mind not. to frame their lives 


7 


wann and the pleaſu res of it. 
(8. Y And it will be a ju june upon | 
theſe, that they who ſhur their eyes againſt 
all the clear evidences of the goſpel,” ſhould 
be given up to believe a lye. And the reafon 
is given 2 Theſſ. ii. 12. becauſe they * had 1 


0 pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. They loved 


darkneſs rather n light. becauſe their 
deeds were evil. 


So that I muſt tepile whit. 1 1d deine 
that there i is a preparation of the heart (as of 


. 4 2 


dence, how clear ſoever, Will be received. 


God cannot enter, till mammon be diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed. We cannot ſerve theſe two maſters. 


He who has A clear ſight of heaven, cannot 


_ value the dull pleaſures of this life; and it 
is impoflible that he who is drowned in ſenſe 


can reliſh ſpiritual things; The love of this 


world i is 'enmity againſt God. The firſt fin 


was a remptation of ſenſe; and the reparas 


53 tion! is to open our e the ere 


7 


! 


Fs ind} to receive the truth. And | 


where the does not pleaſe, no evi- : 


3 
— 


— 
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| God. Vice clouds this eye, and makes it blind 


to the only true and eternal reer cio = 


fooliſhnels to ſuch a LES ts: 6 


This, this, Sir, is the remora that —. 
men from Chriſtianity. 14 f is not want of 
evidence, but it is want of conſideration. 4 


would not fay this to you till I had firſt gone 
through all the topics of reaſon; with you, 
that you might not call it cant. But this is 
tha truth. As David ſays, “ Fa: him that 

. orderech his converſation aright, will 1 


© ſhew. the ſalvation of God. And our 


: ** ſays, « If any man — the will 


of, God, he ſhall. know of the doctrine, 5 


« of myſelf.” And No man, gan come 


« whether it be of God, or whether I ſpe 


Junta me, except the Father draw him. 


8 This Was the reaſon w St. John the - 
Baptiſt was, ſent. as a ſorerunner to prepare 


the way for, Chriſt, by preaching of r 
ance, to fit men for receiying the Goſpel. 
And they who repented of their ſins 2pm. 


his preaching, did gladly, embrace the. doc- 
trine of Chriſt; But, they, rho would not 


urate, though 


forſake their ſins remained ob 


otherwiſe men of ſenſe, and learning. As 


our Saviour told „the Prieſts, 


7 4 . 


_ : 
2 
* 
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tet » 


Matt. xxi. 3. John came unto you in 


the way of righteouſneſs, and'ye believed 


«him not; but the publicans and the har- 


ce- ſeen it, repented not r 7 00d TORE: 9 5 


might believe him.“ 
And when Chriſt leger to prephte IEA 


for his doctrine, by telling them, that they 


could not ſerve God and mamnion, it is ſaid, 


* lots believed him. And'ye, when ye had 


Luke xvi. 14. That when the Phariſees, 


« who were covetous, heard theſe things, : 
ee they derided: him.“ But he inſtructed 


them in the next eme (if they would have 


+ 


received it) that © 


« Of Goc 
ample of the rich man and Lazarus. And 
ſaid, ch. xviii/ 25.4 That it was eaſier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to. enter into the 


that whoſoever he be that forſaketh not all 


that he hath he cannot be my diſciple.” 


Now take this. in the largeſt ſenſe, that he 


ho is not ready and willing to forſake all, | 


What is highly eſteemed 
amongſt men abbmitmeioh- in the ſight 
„% And enforced this with the ex- 


as if he hated them, as Chriſt ſaid, verſe 26. 


605 e come to 1 mei and hate not his 


5 


—. 


1 of God. And chap. xiv: 33. 


F 


* father and mother, &c..(that i is, when they 
come in competition with any command of 
Chriſt) and FE) take not his croſs. and follow 


moſt men! 
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tt me, he cannot be my diſciple. How 


few diſciples would he have had in this age 
Would all his miracles perſuade ſome to 


this! The e too 1 for ven with | 


Gol infidelity... The 3 


| Here inxhe « au 


3171 


2 of the world, the. luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
: the eyes, and the pride of liſe, darken the 


hear t, and, like ſhutters, keep out thelight 
of heaven; till they are removed, chelight 


cannot enter. The ſpirit of purity and ho- 


lineſs will not deſcend into an heart full of all 


uncleanneſs. If we would invite this gueſt, : 
wemuſt ſweeptthe houſe and make it clean... | 
But this, too, is of God: for he only can 
WS TY a clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit 


within us. But he has promiſed to give 
this wiſdom to thoſe who aſk it, and lead a 
godl y life. Therefore aſk and you ſhall 


have, ſeck, and you ſhall find; knack, and 


it ſhall be opened unto you. But do it ar- 
2 and inceſſantly, as he chat ſtriveth 
for his ſoul. For God is gracious and mer- 


ciful, ee, and of wu : ; 
and 


o 9 . 


* 


5 n 


2 7 
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and thoſe who come to him in ſincerity, 5 
will in no wiſe caſt out. Therefore pray in 
faith, nothing doubting; and what you pray 
for, (according to his will) believe n You 1 


receive it, and you ſhall receive Mor 
To his grace I commend you. e 
49 And with the fulneſs of the . GE. 


Ol that it would pleaſe God to take the veil 
off the heart of the Jews, and let them ſee 
that they have been deceived by many falfe _ 
Meſſiahs, fince Chriſt came; ſo none whom — 1 
they expect hereafter, can anſwer the pro-; EY 
phecies of the Meſſiah (ſome of which I 
have named) and therefore no ſuch can be 
the Meſſiah who is ann in their - 
- own Scriptures. | Pati: 1 
And let them ſee and e how W by 


fatal curſe they imprecated upon themſelves, 


His blood be upon u us and on our children, · 
has cleaved unto them, beyond all their for- 
mer ſins, and even repeated idolatry, from 


which (to ſhew that is this not the cauſe 


of their preſent diſperſion) they have kepft 

themſelves free ever ſince; and for which 

heir longeſt captivity was but ſeventy years, 
and then n were a to them to com- £ 


fort 
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Mn; and aſſure them of a reſtoration: I 5 
. But now they have been weit ſeventeen | b 
nmandted years diſperſed over all the earth, 
Without r or proſpect of n 
deliverance; that the whole world. 2 
take natice of this before unparalleled judg- 
ment, not known to any nation that ever 
yet was upon the face of the earth! So pu- 
nmiſhed, and fo: preſerved for; judgment, and 
hope, at laſt, fora more wonderful 
merey! For; if the caſting away of 
them be the recoficiling of the world, 
bal mall the receiving of them be, but a 
= Yo life from the dead? For God hath con- 
>. ; </cludedall in unbelief, that he might have 
1 „ metey upon all. O the depth of the 
ri of the wiſdom: and know | 
hes | 1-- Hoy archable ate 
= his judgments, and his ways paſt find- 
ding out! For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things. 92 Whom 
Sky * ory" ye ever. | INGO? „„ 
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